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ASSOCIATION NOTICES 

A WORD FROM OUR CHAIRMAN 
By now, members will be aware that the dreaded Coronavirus caused us 
to curtail our AGM proceedings significantly.  It is regrettable, but we feel 
it is prudent under the circumstances.  We frequently attract some senior 
citizens, and an event such as this would have been cancelled. As we had 
no way of warning people of this, I decided to go ahead but only with 
essential business in accordance with our Constitution.  That said, both 
our Councillors and new Member of Parliament are more than willing to 
accept written questions through the Association on any matters of 
concern that you may otherwise have wished to raise at the AGM, as are 
the Committee members who represent you.  Please email any questions 
to me (address on the back page), or send any questions you may have in 
writing to the Letters address (also on the back page) and I will ensure they 
are forwarded, with answers published here next month. 
 
There are many little frustrations in daily life, most of which we just have to get 
on with, but they become a little more than 'frustrations' when they are blatantly 
unnecessary, or due to someone else's negligence or behaviour.  I derived much 
satisfaction from my 30 years serving in the Metropolitan Police Service and like 
to think that I may have helped a few people along the way.  Since my retirement, 
many things have, of course, changed, as that is the nature of progress - usually. 
The Police Service faces many new challenges these days, none easy, but most 
of which are at some point featured in some way in the media.  Those changes 
though do not necessarily fully register with you until you are affected by them.  
Earlier this year a Petts Wood resident had the misfortune to suffer the theft of 
a high-value motor vehicle from their front driveway.  Another case of someone 
cloning the signal from the ignition key and merely driving off into the sunset.  It 
was, of course, reported to the Police, who understandably explained that there 
was not a lot they could do unless any further information became known.  Well, 
it did!  The owner did a trace on their car using 'tracker' software and was able 
to map the route it had taken to a then-current location in South-East London.  
Police were duly informed with the owner rightly assuming they would go to this 
address and at the very least find the stolen vehicle, and even the guilty party.   
But no, they were informed that Police no longer investigate car theft, and that 
was the end of that.  For balance I have written to Bromley Police asking for an 
explanation which, if forthcoming, I will ensure is reproduced herein.  It does, 
however, reflect an apparent trend in kicking what are apparently perceived to 
be lesser crimes into the long grass. 

When my car was stolen from my driveway, I received an email within 2 hours 
telling me Police would not be doing anything further and that the 'case' was 
closed.  Then a year later my car was broken into on the same drive.  Reported  
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to Police, and within 45 minutes I had an email telling me that was the end of 
that.  I understand resources are tight, and some tough decisions must be made 
these days, but a little more sympathy for the victims of crime costs nothing. 
Closing on positive news though, it was good to read recently from 
Superintendent Andy Brittain that 44 new recruits to the Safer Neighbourhoods 
Borough Command Unit have arrived, 34 being PCs with 11 posted to Bromley.  
They will initially be posted to Bromley town centre, so, as Mr Brittain says: "...if 
you see them, please feel free to stop them and say hello.  They may be slightly 
nervous, but hopefully very enthusiastic”!  Happy April, everyone. 
 

JOHN V. POWELL, MBE 
 
PLANNING NEWS  by Andrea Stevens 
 
Recent planning applications for Petts Wood that might be of interest include: 

Millers, Station Square – Two retrospective planning applications have been 
submitted for these premises: 

20/00254/FULL2 – Permission is sought for a part change of use from Class A1 
(storage area ancillary to barber shop) to Sui Generis (tattoo studio). 

20/00244/ADV – Permission is sought for 1 x non illuminated wooden 
fascia/surround with gold and black metal lettering, 1 x non illuminated wall-
mounted timber directional sign, 1 x non illuminated post mounted timber 
directional sign and 1 x internally illuminated wall-mounted box sign. 
  
The following planning applications have been decided: 
75 Queensway 19/04736/FULL1 & 19/04740/FULL1 - Permission has been 
refused for a detached three storey 3-bedroom dwelling with basement 
accommodation and balconies, associated parking and refuse/cycle store, and 
1.8m high boundary fence on land to the rear of 75 Queensway. Two planning 
applications were submitted for this rear garden site. These were the third and 
fourth applications for this site since 2018. 

Appeals 
Offices above Morrison, 70 Queensway 19/01185/RESPA – An appeal has 
been allowed following refusal of planning permission for a change of use of first 
and second floors from Class B1(a) office to Class C3 dwelling houses to form 
27 x 1 bedroom flats and 3 x studio flats (56 day application for prior approval in 
respect of transport and highways, contamination, flooding and noise impacts 
under Class O Part 3 of the GPDO). This was the second RESPA application for 
these offices. Planning permission was granted for a change of use to 15 x 2 
bedroom flats in 2013.  
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT  by Chris Harris 
 
Firstly, I must start by reiterating the Editor’s apology (in the Letters section of 
this Gazette) for the error last month in repeating the February rail engineering 
information, and we are very sorry for any resulting confusion. But in the Editor’s 
defence I know that assembling the Gazette each month is quite an onerous 
task especially with the additional reports to be included in the ‘AGM’ edition in 
March. 

SOUTHEASTERN RAILWAYS: 

Planned SeR weekend engineering works affecting our local services during 
April are as follows: 

Sats. 04 & 18: Works between Chislehurst and Hither Green: 
          Lines closed with replacement buses between 
          Orpington and Lewisham, and Orpington/Victoria 
          services will be extended to run to/from Tonbridge.  
          Hastings trains will be diverted between Orpington 
          and London Bridge and will be retimed. 

Sun. 05: Works between Petts Wood/St Mary Cray and Beckenham 
Junction/Nunhead: 
          Some lines closed with replacement buses between 
          Orpington and Beckenham Junction, and between 
          Swanley and Herne Hill replacing Thameslink trains. 

Fri.-Mon. 10-13:  
 

Works between Petts Wood/Sidcup and St Johns: 
          Various lines closed with replacement buses  
          between Orpington and Lewisham, and between 
          Sidcup and Lewisham. Hastings trains diverted 
          between Orpington/London Bridge and retimed with 
          other mainline services diverted to/from Victoria. 

Sun. 19: 
 

Works in the Lewisham area: 
          Sevenoaks/Charing Cross services will not stop at 
          Lewisham. 

Sat./Sun. 02/03: 
(May) 

Works between London Bridge and Charing Cross: 
          Lines closed with no services to/from Charing Cross. 
          On Saturday only: Sevenoaks/Charing Cross trains  
          will be diverted to/from Cannon Street. Orpington/ 
          Cannon Street services will not run and Hastings/     
          Tunbridge Wells and other mainline trains will start/ 
          terminate at London Bridge. On Sunday: buses will 
          replace trains between Orpington and Lewisham,  
          Hastings services will start/terminate at Cannon 
          Street with other mainline services diverted to/from 
          Victoria.     



 

 

          Mrs Amanda Reeve 
BSc (Podiatric Medicine), D.Pod.M, M.Ch.S, HCPC Registered 

Telephone: 020 8249 1647 
Email: Chiro1@virginmedia.com 

CHIROPODIST / PODIATRIST 
(Visiting Practice – home visits by appointment) 

  

Petts Wood Chiropractic Clinic
Effective Treatments of: 
Low Back Pain • Neck and Shoulder Pain • Minor Sports Injuries 
Mobility Problems • Arthritic Pain • Headaches
Our principal Chiropractor has 14 years experience of providing 
effective Chiropractic Care.
Call the clinic or book online for an appointment or a Free Screen.

Tel: 01689 824666  www.pettswoodchiropracticclinic.co.uk

GP consultations, cancer management, vaccinations, medical 
certificates, well person checks. Same day appointments.
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This and more information on planned engineering works further afield on the 
Southeastern Rail network is also available on their website: 
www.southeasternrailway.co.uk and more information on services nationwide 
can be found on the National Rail website: www.nationalrail.co.uk. 
 
TRANSPORT for LONDON: 

Following the periodic re-tendering of bus routes, we have learned that from 5th  
December this year the operation of route R7 will revert to Metrobus from its 
current operator Selkent. We hope that no reduction in service will result from 
this change. 

Planned engineering works during April on rail services operated by TfL are as 
follows:  

Station Closures: 
Sat./Sun. 04/05,: 
11/12; & 02/03  
(May) 

Whitechapel – London Overground trains will not stop. 
 

Line closures: 
Sat./Sun. 04/05: District Line – Tower Hill to Dagenham East. 
 Hammersmith & City Line – Hammersmith to Barking. 
Sun. 05: London Overground – New Cross Gate to Crystal 

          Palace/West Croydon. 
Fri.-Mon. 10-13: 
 

Circle Line – No service. 
District Line  – Tower Hill to Barking. 
Hammersmith & City Line – Kings Cross St Pancras to  
          Barking. 
Metropolitan Line – Kings Cross St Pancras to Aldgate. 
London Overground – Highbury & lslington to Clapham 
          Junction, Crystal Palace, New Cross and  
          West Croydon. 

Sat./Sun. 18/19: TfL Rail – Liverpool Street to Shenfield. 
Sat./Sun. 02/03: 
(May) 

Circle Line – Baker Street to Edgware Road (via  
          Aldgate and Victoria). 
District Line – South Kensington to East Ham. 
Hammersmith & City Line – Baker Street to Barking. 
Metropolitan Line – Baker Street to Aldgate. 
DLR – Island Gardens to Westferry; and Canary Wharf 
         to Poplar. 

 
The TfL website: www.tfl.gov.uk has details of closures further afield on the 
various TfL rail networks together with up-to-date and live bus and rail travel 
information including closures affecting Night Tube services. 
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GOODBYE  
As this is my last Public Transport item for The Gazette I pass on my very best 
wishes to my successor.  I hope that some of you have found this regular article 
useful in the past and I appreciate the positive feedback I have received from 
members over my time in the Public Transport role on the PW&DRA Committee. 
Thank you, and I wish you all well for the future. 
 

COMMUNITY LIAISON  by Brian Eaton 
 
The Willett Recreation Ground that has entrances off Crossway and Towncourt 
Crescent in Petts Wood is the venue for Sports Clubs for cricket, bowling, tennis, 
and a running club that has its meeting place there. It is the Running Club called 
Petts Wood Runners that I am focusing on in this article. 

Petts Wood Runners is a registered Community Amateur Sports Club run 
entirely by volunteers with over 500 members. It caters for runners who may be 
complete beginners to those who run regularly.  

The Club hosts the annual Petts Wood 10k event that is frequently sold out and 
is one of the top 10k events in the UK. They also run a Beginner’s Course in the 
spring and autumn intending to get participants from 0 to 5k in just a few weeks. 
This course is for people who would like to start running but find it difficult to get 
motivated or feel uncomfortable exercising outdoors or on their own.  

Prospective new members are welcome to go along to Willett Recreation Ground 
(entrance off Crossway) any Tuesday where the Club meets at 7.50 p.m. and 
can join the other runners. If you enjoy the run and company of other runners 
and want to join, annual membership is £28. If you do become a member, you 
will automatically be registered with England Athletics (EA) and will receive a 
membership card with an EA number. 

There is so much more to Petts Wood Runners than I have covered in this short 
article.  If the Club interests you and you would like more information, you can 
contact them by email at membership@pettswoodrunners.org. There is also 
more information available on their website at www.pettswoodrunners.org. 
 

CRIME AND POLICING  by Derek Marrable 
 
Two friends were walking along the road when one said to the other “I was 
looking at that house, and a light came on in the front room, but nobody is there”.  
His friend answered, “must be on a timer”.  They worked out that if there was a 
timer installed, then possibly the house is unoccupied. But somebody could have 
been at home. They decided to go back the following day at the same time and 
see what happened. They timed their walk past the house ideally, and at   
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precisely the same time the light came on.  Having given some thought to it, they 
called at the front door and tried the doorbell but no answer. They also knocked 
on the door, quite hard and again there was no answer. As they left it was noted 
that there was a rear access passage to the back of the property with a gate.  It 
did not look too high to climb over for two strong, agile guys like these two. They 
decided to return the following day and see what was behind the back gate and 
if they could effect entry to the house. Having seen the light come on again at 
the same time, they wandered off for an hour and returned later.  Trying the 
doorbell and knocking on the door again and receiving no answer they made for 
the back gate and had no difficulty in going over the top of it, being helped by a 
wheelie bin already in place for their assistance! 

Having got into the rear garden they found a shed with a padlock hanging off an 
old rusty hasp. The house was double glazed, and there was a convenient 
window to enter the kitchen if they could find something to open it. The shed lock 
was easily pulled away with the help of a length of wood left nearby, which was 
perfect for that job. In the shed were a few garden tools. They selected a spade 
and attacked the window frame in an endeavour to lever it open.  It cracked both 
glass panels, and the rest was easy.  The broken glass was cleared out almost 
noiselessly, and the window opened, so they got in. Now to see what was about 
that was worth stealing.  Avoiding the large TV in the living room, they went 
upstairs. 

Looking around the master bedroom, they found a safe in a clothes cupboard.  
Now a safe could contain valuables and other saleable items. They knew they 
could not open it there, but it was quite small.  Having tried to move it, they 
realised it was fastened to the wall at the back of the cupboard. Pulling out all 
the clothes surrounding it and removing the shelves above it, which were loose, 
made enough room to put the spade down the back and try to lever it out. After 
a bit of pushing and pulling, the safe moved away from the wall and was free.  
Now, how to transport it away from the house?  It had been noticed that a car 
was parked on the drive. Not a new one of high value, for our two friends 
extremely useful transport they needed at that time.  In the downstairs hall, there 
was a small desk with a drawer.  Guess where the car keys were?  On the same 
keyring was a spare set of house keys, so our two criminals were able to unlock 
the front door, having noted earlier that there was no burglar alarm fitted in this 
house. Opening the car, they put the safe in the boot, and they were off out of 
the area in a few minutes. 

Can you see from the above how relatively easy it is for burglars to cause a 
household considerable inconvenience and a lot of expense and loss of valuable 
time too? 

Next month I will go through once again some useful suggestions for minimising 
the chance of such an occurrence, like the one above, happening to you. 
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Our local Police Team have been supplied with a good number of Smart Water 
kits for distribution to Bromley Residents. If you see them around or visit one of 
their meeting places, please request a kit. These kits are a way of invisibly 
marking items in your home, enabling Police to identify them as yours in the 
event of any items being stolen. It is ideal for TVs, DVD players, cameras and 
other home equipment that is attractive to burglars. 
 

DON’T BE A VICTIM  by John Powell, MBE 
 
This month I am obliged to warn you, dear reader, that you need now to be 
incredibly careful when looking around for car insurance renewal. Thousands of 
motorists are driving without insurance after falling for multi-million-pound frauds 
promoted on Google, Instagram, and Twitter. You can be tricked by 
advertisements appearing to sell policies from well-known Insurers. In fact, they 
are from 'ghost brokers'. You receive authentic-looking documents, but the 
policy is not real, or it is registered to a different part of the country with low-cost 
insurance. The fraud is discovered only when you try to make a claim! Aviva, for 
example, has detected 7,000 cases, while Direct Line had 500 advertisements 
removed last year. The Insurance Fraud Bureau is very worried as they admit to 
having no idea how wide-scale a problem this has become. 
 
I will feature some of the more common frauds being uncovered in forthcoming 
issues of the Gazette, but one you may wish to take note of not least is this 
pension fraud. Cruel fraudsters have been making the most of pension freedoms 
and tricking people into handing over their hard-earned retirement savings to 
false or dodgy investments. Since pension freedoms were introduced in April 
2015, the Citizens Advice Bureau calculates that 8.4 million people have been 
offered unsolicited pension advice or reviews. Always remember that if someone 
contacts you unexpectedly offering something which sounds too good to be true, 
it is probably a fraud.  
 
Consumer organisation Which? has more free information about how to spot a 
pension fraud, how to protect an elderly relative from fraud, and how to report 
frauds.   
 
If you have access to the Internet, then go to the Which? 
website https://www.which.co.uk/about-which/our-products-and-
services and select the Services tab, then from within the Consumer advice 
section, and half way down the screen, you will see a section headed Common 
Consumer problems and within it the topic 'Scams'.  This section advises how to 
report frauds and the types that take place. 
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HEALTH  by Elizabeth Strachan 
 
Unfortunately, cardiac arrests can happen to anyone at any time. A cardiac 
arrest is an electrical problem of the heart. It occurs when the heart suddenly 
stops pumping blood around the body, usually caused by a problem with the 
heart’s electrical signals. This causes the brain to be starved of oxygen resulting 
in a person losing consciousness and stopping breathing. A cardiac arrest is 
considered a medical emergency and immediate action is vital or it could be 
fatal. 

A defibrillator, described as an important link in the ‘chain of survival’, is a device 
that gives a high energy electric shock to the heart of someone who is in cardiac 
arrest. The aim is to return a heart to its normal working state if it goes into 
cardiac arrest.  A defibrillator plays a great role in trying to save the life of that 
person. To give that person the best chance of survival, you need to follow the 
following four steps: 

1. Call 999 
2. Start CPR 
3. Ask someone to bring a defibrillator if there is one nearby 
4. Turn on the defibrillator and follow the instructions. 

The provision of defibrillators is a question of life and death and it is crucial that 
CPR and defibrillation is given to the patient in the first three to four minutes. A 
cardiac arrest victim loses 10% of life expectancy with every minute lost and the 
chance of full recovery increases from 6% to 74% with the use of early CPR and 
defibrillation within 3-5 minutes.  Unfortunately, despite the best effects of the 
Ambulance Service, the average ambulance response time is now between 7 to 
9 minutes, which is simply too long. 

It is said that around 32 per cent of people survive an out of hospital cardiac 
arrest but, if there is a defibrillator and someone trained to use it, the chance of 
survival can increase to 80 per cent. 

The good news is that anyone can use defibrillators as they do not require any 
special training. There are clear instructions on how to attach the defibrillator 
pads. It then assesses the heart rhythm and will only instruct you to deliver a 
shock if it is needed. There is no danger you would deliver a shock accidentally 
as the defibrillator will only allow you to shock if it is needed. 

Defibrillators are normally located in workplaces and public spaces such as train 
stations.  

There is a defibrillator at Petts Wood Station.  It was donated by a Bromley man 
who had won an award for saving his wife after she suffered a cardiac arrest.   
For more information, please see the website: https://www.bhf.org.uk/how-
you-can-help/how-to-save-a-life/defibrillators/how-to-use-a-defibrillator. 
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NATIONAL TRUST  by Mel Wright 
Free Guided walk in the National Trust Petts Wood and Hawkwood Estate  

There will be another walk on the Estate for members of the Association led by 
our National Trust Ranger Sam Pettman, on Thursday 23rd April.  It will start at 
10.00 a.m. from the woodland side of the subway in Hazelmere Road.  Dogs are 
welcome, but only if kept on a lead.  The walks usually last for  up to 2 hours but 
are not strenuous.  However suitable footwear should be worn as paths can be 
muddy and uneven. 

The ongoing work programme being undertaken in the woodland areas of the 
Estate by the Trust to conserve and improve this important green space will be 
featured. These walks are always interesting and informative, and the Ranger is 
happy to answer any questions you may have concerning the Estate generally. 

Further information can be obtained from Mel Wright whose contact details are 
on the back of this Gazette. 
 

TRAFFIC AND PARKING  by David Boswell 
 
The other day I was walking from Morrisons towards the Station when I passed 
a parked car where the driver was reading a newspaper.  Nothing extraordinary 
there you may think, however, the driver was using a magnifying glass to read 
the newspaper.  That made me wonder whether that driver read his 
speedometer and other panel instruments to be aware of his speed, know that 
his headlights were on full beam, or that his engine was overheating? 

It has been brought to my attention that several drivers using the Shepperton 
Road to Southborough Lane short-cut from Towncourt Lane do not see the Give 
Way signs on Chesham Avenue at the Crescent Drive junction, and drive straight 
across Crescent Drive oblivious to the road signs and markings. 

A few days ago, I was told that someone was crossing Beaumont Road near St 
Johns Road from the Tudor Way direction indicating to turn into Beaumont Road.  
At this point, the person was halfway across Beaumont Road.  It was then the 
pedestrian realised that the driver had not seen them and fortunately was able 
to run for their life, quite literally. 

All these experiences have a common theme, eyesight, so please, as a driver 
have your vision checked, not just for your peace of mind but for the public at 
large.  Eye tests are free for those over 60 and may in some instances be free 
for those under 60. 
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STAY SAFE WHEN BEHIND THE WHEEL  - PART 2   
by John Powell, MBE 
 
In February, I wrote about all sorts of distractions that can take your mind off 
what you are doing, or what is happening around you - even for a moment - while 
driving. This month, I look at some potentially useful tips to avoid the dangers 
highlighted.  

Mobile devices – unless it is an emergency, it is against the law to use your 
telephone while driving – the penalty is 6 points on your driving licence and a 
£200 fine. Also, make sure you are sitting down when it comes to negotiating 
your renewal premium with your insurance company next time around! Consider 
putting your mobile telephone out of reach to avoid the temptation. Younger 
drivers call the glove box the telephone box. Switch the telephone to silent and 
turn off Bluetooth, so it does not link up with technology in your car. It prevents 
messages from distracting you, but it is still there for any real emergencies.  

Sat navs - Plan the journey so that you know what your approximate route will 
be. Sat navs are great for the last part of the trip if you have not been to the 
destination before, but how about using Google Street View before you set out 
to your destination. You will then have a feel for the place that you are travelling 
to and where the turnings are, so it helps reduce stress as the route will feel 
more familiar to you on arrival.  

Music - Choose your favourites in advance such as on your mobile telephone's 
playlist, with a stack of CDs - or pre-set your favourite radio stations. This 
ensures you do not need to have any distractions on the journey by trying to find 
the music that you require. Keep the volume down to a reasonable level too, 
allowing you to have more awareness of what is going on around you.  

Plan your refreshments - consider having breakfast before setting off for work, 
for example - not on the way!  For longer trips, plan regular drink breaks. Yes, 
you may have cup holders, but there are inherent risks when drinking or eating 
while on the move.  

Take a break - we tend to look for distractions on long journeys to ease the 
boredom. Much better to make regular stops of at least 15 minutes every 2 hours 
or 100 miles. Get some fresh air by walking around or having some coffee or 
light refreshments or enjoy a short 'power-nap'.  

Passengers - If you are travelling with young children, make sure there is plenty 
to keep them occupied, as this will help ensure they do not distract you (trust me 
- I know!)  Who wants the "are we nearly there yet" question five minutes after 
setting off?! Older children should be able to understand the risks so that you 
can use these as a second pair of eyes. It helps teenagers to develop hazard 
perception skills early on.  
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Parking - it may not be a distraction to you, but it could be a fatal obstacle for 
another driver. A quick scan of the immediate surroundings when leaving your 
car can prevent significant dangers from being presented to other traffic. Be 
considerate (if you are a regular Gazette reader, you will know why I mention in 
this context the double yellow lines on the corner of Fairway and Station Square 
at the exit junction!)   

By effectively managing all those potential distractions, we will be able to 
anticipate hazards, become smoother, calmer drivers, and stay on the right side 
of the law. We are also less likely to be involved in a collision or a near miss. We 
simply need the self-discipline and willpower to make it happen!  
 

PETTS WOOD NEWS AND LOCAL EVENTS 
 
FRIENDS OF JUBILEE COUNTRY PARK – DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   
by Rosamund Martin 
Sunday 19th April  EnBro’s Silver Jubilee Trail.  In the year of the 40th 
anniversary of the founding of Environment Bromley (EnBro), we will follow this 
7-mile circular walk from Chislehurst Station along footpaths through 
Hawkwood, Petts Wood, Scadbury Park and Chislehurst.  A packed lunch can 
be eaten at the picnic area in Scadbury Park. The Sydney Arms in Old Perry 
Street is a short walk away and serves food at lunchtime.  Meet at Chislehurst 
Station BR7 5NN at 10.00 am.  R7, 162 and 269 bus routes stop near the 
station. Car parking (free on Sundays) is available at Gosshill Road, off Summer 
Hill, BR7 5NS opposite the station.  For more information please call 07733 
004248.  For those who would prefer a shorter walk, there is the option of 
finishing at Scadbury Park after 4 miles. The 269 bus to return to Chislehurst 
Station stops nearby. 

To contact us on the day of an event please call 07840 542261 or 07956 
801761. 
Volunteers meet every Monday at 10.00 a.m. (excluding Bank Holidays and 
the month of August) to help with the management of the park under the 
guidance of our Community Ranger from idverde for Bromley Council.  The work 
programme and meeting point can be found on notice boards in the Park, by 
calling us on 07840 542261 or on the ‘Get Involved : Conservation Work 
Party’  page of our website www.jubileecountrypark.btck.co.uk.  
‘Walking for Health’ every Friday throughout the year.   Meet at 2.00 p.m. 
at Tent Peg Lane car park, off Crest View Drive, Petts Wood BR5 1BY for a 
gentle stroll around Jubilee Country Park (and sometimes beyond) lasting 
approximately 60 – 75 minutes. Organised by the Ramblers and Macmillan 
Cancer Support.  
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ART AT THE HALL ON SUNDAY 3RD MAY FROM 10.00 A.M. TO 16.30 P.M.  
by Maureen Franz, Secretary of Petts Wood Art Group 
The Petts Wood Art Group will be displaying paintings for sale in the Towncourt 
Room at the Memorial Hall, Petts Wood, as part of the May Day Fayre 
celebrations.  There will also be a large selection of popular hand-painted cards 
for sale on the day.  Do come along and take a look while you are at the Fayre.  
 
PETTS WOOD ROYAL BRITISH LEGION – VE CELEBRATION ON FRIDAY 
8TH MAY  by John Catling, Club Chairman, Royal British Legion 
We are celebrating VE Day on Friday 8th May at our Club  and entry will be free. 
Entertainment will be provided from  1.00 p.m.  Two entertainers will be singing 
wartime songs and background music from the 1940s will be played.  The event 
will finish at 1.00 a.m. 

Food will be available from noon. 

Current and ex-Military personnel living in the area, who have served in the 
Armed Forces are very welcome to attend. 

For further details, please telephone our Club Secretary, Caron Fryer on 01689 
820844. 
 

LETTERS 
 
APOLOGIES FROM THE EDITOR  by Marian Smith 
As many of you will have noticed in the March edition in the regular Public 
Transport section, the information that formed this section was entirely incorrect 
for March, and I have to admit this was completely an error on my part. I hasten 
to add not on the part of Chris Harris, who of course sent the correct information 
to me. Therefore, for the incorrect information that was published by me in the 
March edition, and the inconvenience this may have caused to any of our 
readers, my sincere apologies. 

Also, in the March edition at the bottom of page 13 there is a section that is 
urgently requesting a new distributor. This section was added to the Gazette 
without my prior knowledge or agreement, and the email address within this 
section should have correctly stated membership@pettswood.org.uk. 
 
AN UPDATE ON THE PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY IN CROFTON WOODS   
by Karen King 
I have meant to send an update regarding our application for the Public Right of 
Way from Heath Side to Eynsford Recreation Ground for publication in the 
Gazette. 
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Our application went into Bromley Council in January 2019 whereby the first 
stage, as I understand it from them, is to investigate each of the 20 x Public Right 
of Way statements, that we had to provide to substantiate that the path has been 
in constant use for at least the last 20 years. This takes some considerable time 
and looking at various websites; a year is about the average time for the first 
stage.   
 
We also had to wait until the land registration had been completed by the new 
owners, which went through in October 2019, whereby I had then to formally 
advise them in writing of our intention to make the pathway a public right of way. 
The letters went out to them in January 2020. 
 
The next stage is for our application to go in front of the Committee at Bromley 
Council for them to rubber-stamp the application, subject to no objections, and I 
am awaiting a date for this to be confirmed. 
 
Unfortunately, the wheels of progress are slow to turn, but I am hoping we are 
on the home straight and will be celebrating our right of way soon. 
 
You may have also seen that Jane Andrews has been instrumental in 
establishing a Friends of Crofton and Sparrow Woods, which is now fully 
underway and can be accessed by the following links: 

Website:    focsw.btck.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Crofton-and-Sparrow-Woods-
115002416722531/ 

It was mentioned at our first meeting that there had been parcels of the woodland 
that have been sold off over the past few years, which again the general public 
have been using for many years. It might be that we will need to look into 
establishing a PROW for these pieces of land and, once the above pathway has 
been made a PROW, we may need to look into adopting these paths as well, to 
ensure full access to the whole woodland.  

If you value your green space and would like to get more involved in protecting 
our woodland, please join our group. We are looking to set up some fun, 
rewarding and educational events and activities for all ages in the forthcoming 
year as the group grows, and we would value your thoughts and input. 
 
FREEDOM PASS RENEWAL  by C. Jones 
Every year we have our Freedom Pass renewed and I always wonder why.  It 
must cost an awful lot of money and yet none of us are likely to become younger 
and therefore not eligible for the card. 

Can anyone explain why this happens? 
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BARCLAYS BANK CLOSURE  by Tony Burlace 
The last true Bank left in Petts Wood is due to close in May.  I have written to 
them lamenting their decision but do not expect any change in policy,  However, 
if all your readers who bank with them were to follow with their letters, it might 
just make a difference. 

I pointed out that it could not be underused as there are frequently long queues 
waiting to be served.  Also, that the use of our local Post Office was not practical 
because the long queues would be even greater. 

Many of our older residents would not wish to start telephone banking, let alone 
internet banking, and to travel to other branches would be difficult for them. 

The suggestions in their letter do not show their real concern for the residents of 
Petts Wood, which retaining this branch would. 
 
TREES IN PETTS WOOD  by P. Hill 
I am writing regarding the tree planting momentum that is building across the 
country which is great news for everyone.   However, I have noticed that for 
various reasons there are some trees that are not being replaced in Petts 
Wood after being removed. 

There are three in Towncourt Crescent outside numbers 20 and 82, two have 
been tarmacked over on the corner of Woodland Way, and two in Fairway, 
outside numbers 20 and 26. 

Queensway has two missing, both tarmacked over, as does 37 Princes 
Avenue and 71 Greencourt Road. 

I would be interested if any other residents have noticed any other missing 
trees and what the Council’s policy is on replacement.  Part of moving to Petts 
Wood thirty years ago was for the trees and greenery.  It would be a shame 
to lose this feel. 
 
CAR THEFTS  by Susan Radford, Treasurer/Advertising 
In January we shared a Twitter post on our Facebook page from our local Police 
Team about several cars stolen in our area. We have now discovered that at 
least one of these cars had a keyless entry system where the fob was not 
protected.  We cannot stress enough that if you have a car with a fob, it is vital 
that you protect that fob as thieves have equipment to pick up the signal from 
outside your house, enabling them to open and steal your car. 

We have said this before but repeat, if you have a fob for your car, please place 
it in something inside of your house that stops the RFID (radio-frequency 
identification) signal being transmitted. The best item is a Faraday pouch/bag 
these are cheap to buy online or from Queensway Autos. It makes sense, if 
buying a car costing thousands of pounds, to spend an extra few pounds more 
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to ensure its safety, especially when the manufacturer does not tell you of the 
dangers.  And do not forget to protect all your key fobs, such as any spare keys 
you may have.   If you do not have a Faraday bag, placing your key fob inside a 
tin will also work. 

Cars with a key and a fob should also be protected as criminals can use their 
equipment to open your locked car even if they cannot drive it away.  To further 
protect your car, a good steering lock is an excellent investment. Let us make it 
as difficult as possible for the thieves and keep Petts Wood safe. 
 
SEEDLINGS MONTESSORI PRE-SCHOOL  by Daniela Condrat 
Seedlings Montessori Pre-school is a Montessori pre-school for children aged 
2½ to 5 years. We are open five mornings a week (9.30 a.m. to 1.00 p.m.) in the 
church hall at Christ Lutheran Church, 227 Poverest Road, BR5 1RD.  

We have highly qualified and dedicated staff who have a great understanding of 
children’s needs and work with each child individually to progress their learning.  
In the Montessori classroom, independence is an ongoing process and the 
Practical Life curriculum is paramount in developing those life skills. With 
independence, comes the need for self-discipline and concentration. In the 
prepared environment, the Montessori child will experience making decisions 
from limited choices and will meet with success in those decisions. 

We aim to provide a safe and loving environment, which stimulates your child to 
develop at his/her own pace. We aim to provide a firm foundation for your child’s 
education and to encourage your child to reach his/her maximum learning 
potential and develop their social skills enabling them to become a well-balanced 
individual. We promote a positive atmosphere, in order to give them confidence 
and motivation for learning in the future and to aid a smooth transition into 
school.  For more information please do not hesitate to contact us on 
preschool@seedlingsmontessori.com or visit our website 
https://seedlingsmontessori.com or Facebook page Seedlings Montessori 
Pre School Petts Wood. 
 
PETTS WOOD BUSINESS ASSOCIATION    
by Liz Johnston, Chair, Petts Wood Business Association 
 
We are watching the current situation with the Coronavirus outbreak and hope 
that we do not need to postpone the Petts Wood May Fayre, but we will keep 
you updated via the PWBA Facebook page. Everyone's health is paramount, 
and we would not want to be responsible for putting the public's welfare at risk. 

Thank you for your understanding and we hope you all stay well. 
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If you wish to submit any articles for the May 2020 edition of the Gazette, 

please send these to the Editor by the submission deadline of  
Thursday 9th April 2020 

Thank you 
 
  
  

 
 

Are you looking for an interesting gift?  Perhaps one that will let friends and family know 
all about your home town.  Then why not buy a copy of Peter Waymark’s “A History of 
Petts Wood” – Millennium Edition Available at £6.95 from JK News, Stones and With 

Best Wishes (all in Station Square) or any member of the Committee. 
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DIARY: WEEKLY EVENTS 
 
MON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Orpington & District Caledonian Society/Scottish Country Dancing, St. 
Paul’s, Crofton 8.00 p.m. September to June.  Beginners/Improvers (for 
further details contact Hadyn Davies 0208 658 9188) or just turn up. 
Orpington Bridge Club (Duplicate Bridge), Liberal Democrat Hall, 7, 
Station Road, Orpington, 7.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m.  For further details contact 
Tom 01689 819228. 
Tai Chi Class, Petts Wood Memorial Hall, 1.00 p.m. to 2.00 p.m. (Contact 
John 020 8466 6203). 
National Childbirth Trust, Mothers, and Others baby and toddler group, 
Orpington Methodist Church, Sevenoaks Road, Orpington, 1.00 p.m. to 2.30 
p.m. (term time only).  All parents and carers welcome with children from 
birth to pre-school.  Access to an NCT Breastfeeding Counsellor.  Entry free, 
donation for refreshments contact www.orpington@nct.org.uk. 
Tap@ Emmerson School of Dance – Intermediate Adult class, Petts Wood 
Memorial Hall, 8.15 p.m. to 9.15 p.m. (term time only). For further details 
www.emmersondance.co.uk or info@emmersondance.co.uk. 
Telephone 07974 614457. 
Petts Wood Short Mat Bowls Club meets at Kingsbury Hall, Willett Way 
from 7.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m.  Visitors are very welcome.  Please contact 
Margaret on 0208 402 4968 for more information, or just turn up. 
Pregnancy Yoga, physical activity to aid you through pregnancy and birth, 
7.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m. GEA Hall, Woodhurst Avenue, Petts Wood, BR5 1AR  
https://maternitymoves.me and contact maternitymoves@ 
googlemail.com  or 07752 189293. 
Yoga Class (all levels welcome) 8.00 p.m. to 9.15 p.m. GEA Hall, 
Woodhurst Avenue, Petts Wood, BR5 1AR.  
denyce.yoga@googlemail.com or 07752 189293. 
Petts Wood Library.  2.15 p.m. to 3.45 p.m.  Craft and Chat (our weekly 
craft session with refreshments).  Bring along your knitting, crocheting, 
quilting, embroidery, or any other craft project that you are working on. Book 
your free place by telephoning the Library on 01689 821607; places are 
limited to 12, so book up soon. 
Ki Aikido Classes take place in the small hall at the rear of the Crofton 
Junior School, Towncourt Lane, BR5 1EL at 7.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. every 
Monday.  (Please note: this class is only open to adults).  For further details 
please contact Instructor, Paul Wheeler from The Renja Dojo, on 07599 
842560.   
Friends of Jubilee Country Park Volunteers meet every Monday at 
10.00 a.m. (excluding Bank Holidays and the month of August) to help 
with the management of the Park under the guidance of  our Community 
Ranger from idverde for Bromley Council.  The work programme and 
meeting point can be found on notice boards in the Park, by calling us on 
07840 542261 or on the ‘Get Involved: Conservation Work Party’  page 
of our website www.jubileecountrypark.btck.co.uk.  
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MON 
(cont.) 
 
 
 

U3A Bridge Club.  Meet at Petts Wood Methodist Church (corner of 
Lakeswood Road, Queensway) at 1.00 p.m. for 1.15 p.m. start in the 
Queensway Hall.  Come and join this very friendly group to play duplicate 
bridge.  Partner desirable but not essential.  Contact Edward Wilks for more 
details on 01689 828879.  Cost £3.50 per session includes tea/coffee and 
biscuits. 
Ladies Coffee and Cake Morning.  Meet at 10.00 a.m. to noon at The 
Royal British Legion Club, Queensway, Petts Wood.  All ladies welcome. 
Pilates core beginners at 6.45 p.m. to 7.45 p.m.  Pilates core 
intermediates at 8.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.  Petts Wood Methodist Church.  
Contact Grace Rose on 07913 912411 or gracerosepilates@hotmail.com 
(see Facebook business page Grace Rose Pilates).  
Bereavement Help Point.  Is available each Monday morning from 10.00 
a.m. to noon at The Methodist Church, Queensway, Petts Wood.  Everyone 
is welcome. 
 

TUES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Calgary Stampede/Beginners Line Dancing class.  Make friends, stay fit, 
have fun. No partner needed. £5.50 per session.  Memorial Hall (except 
third Tuesday of the month when we meet in Crofton Halls) 8.00 p.m. to 
10.15 p.m.  Email info@calgarystampede.co.uk or telephone 01689 
876940. 
Petts Wood Runners. Outside the Pavilion, Willett Recreation Ground, 
Petts Wood, 7.50 p.m. for 8.00 p.m. start. Check website  
www.pettswoodrunners.co.uk 
Gay Petts Wood Social Pub Night, The Sovereign of the Seas, 
Queensway, from 6.30 p.m. steak, beer, and chat.  See website  
www.gaypettswood.com or call Chris on 01689 874577/07806 834642. 
Petts Wood Ladies Tennis Club.  Meet at Willett Recreation Ground, Petts 
Wood.  Play all year round. Visitors welcome, 9.00 a.m. to noon.  Call Mary 
O’Mahony 01689 832192 – or just turn up. 
Petts Wood Library Baby Bounce, come and join the fun, 9.45 a.m. to 
10.15 a.m. and 2.30 p.m. to 3.00 p.m. for half an hour, for babies up to 12 
months. 
Orpington Keyboard Club.  Last Tuesday of every month.  An afternoon 
of Light Keyboard, Organ and Piano music performed by top International 
Players at The Crofton Halls, BR6 8PR.  Disabled facilities are available.  
Free parking.  Refreshments available during the interval.  Doors open at 
2.00 p.m. for 2.30 p.m.  Admission for Members is £8.00 and for Visitors 
£10.00 (half-price entry for the first visit).  For more information, please call 
01689 876800 or 01689 837044.  
Post-natal Pilates.  Every Tuesday at 10.15 a.m. The Parlour, Petts Wood 
Methodist Church, Queensway.  For further information contact Kat Allen at 
kat@topkat-training.co.uk or 07855 438767. 
Buggyfit.  Every Tuesday at 11.30 a.m. at Tent Peg Lane.  For further 
information contact Kat Allen at kat@topkat-training.co.uk or 07855 
438767. 
Older Adults Fitness.  Every Tuesday at 4.00 p.m. in The Lounge, Christ 
Church, Willett Way.  For further information contact Kat Allen at 
kat@topkat-training.co.uk or 07855 438767. 
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TUES 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Pilates.  Every Tuesday at 6.30 p.m. to 9.30 p.m. at The Petts Wood 
 Osteopathic Clinic, Queensway.  For further information contact Kat Allen 
at kat@topkat-training.co.uk or 07855 438767.  
Adult Ballet.  Mixed ability, with beginners and ‘returners’ very welcome at 
10.30 a.m. to 11.30 a.m.  Petts Wood Royal British Legion Hall, Queensway, 
£10 per class.  For further details contact patricia.latter@gmail.com. 
Pilates Mixed Ability at 9.30 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. Royal British Legion, 
Queensway. Contact Grace Rose on 07913 912411, or 
gracerosepilates@hotmail.com. 
Pilates core beginners at 6.45 p.m. to 7.45 p.m.  Petts Wood Methodist 
Church.  Contact Grace Rose on 07913 912411 or 
gracerosepilates@hotmail.com (see Facebook business page Grace 
Rose Pilates and website www.gracerosepilates.com.  
 

WED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THURS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Taekwondo Training.  The Memorial Hall, Petts Wood Road, Petts Wood.   
Children (5 to 12 years) 7.00 p.m. to 8.00 p.m.  Adults (13+ years) 8.00 p.m. 
to 9.00 p.m. 
Coffee morning and Cards and Books for Sale, Towncourt Room, 
Memorial Hall, Petts Wood, 9.30 a.m. to noon.   Second-hand books, charity 
cards, and occasionally bric-a-brac. Throughout November and December 
charity Christmas cards, calendars, and gifts will also be on sale. 
1st Petts Wood Girls’ Brigade meets at the Kingsbury Hall, Christ Church, 
Tudor Way, Petts Wood, 6.00 p.m. to 7.30 p.m. term time.  Please call 
Rachel on 07525 262775 for more information. 
Knoll Bridge Club, (Orpington) - Duplicate Bridge.  We are a friendly 
Club that meets on Wednesday afternoons in the main hall of St John’s 
United Reformed Church, Knoll Rise, Orpington.  For further details contact 
Richard Bost, on 01322 668141. 
1st Poverest Scout Group, meet at Poverest Baptist Church, 108 Poverest 
Road, Petts Wood, 8.00 p.m. Beavers – 7.00 p.m. Cubs.  Contact William 
07717 206020.  
Ballet Goes POP!  Mixed Ability at 6.50 p.m. to 7.50 p.m.  Petts Wood 
Methodist Church.  Contact Grace Rose on 07913 912411 or 
gracerosepilates@hotmail.com (see Facebook business page Grace 
Rose Pilates). 
Pilates.  Mixed Ability at 8.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.  Petts Wood Methodist 
Church, corner of Queensway and Lakeswood Road.  Contact Grace Rose 
on 07913 912411 or gracerosepilates@hotmail.com (see Facebook 
business page Grace Rose Pilates). 
 
The Petts Wood Art Group, Memorial Hall 1.45 p.m. to 3.45 p.m.  
Telephone Maureen Franz on 01689 856285. 
Orpington Bridge Club (Duplicate Bridge), Liberal Democrat Hall, 7, 
Station Road, Orpington. 7.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m. (Contact Tom 01689 
819228) 
Orpington & District Caledonian Society/Scottish Country Dancing, 
Memorial Hall, September to May. 8.00 p.m. to 10.15 p.m.  Contact Hadyn 
Davies 0208 658 9188. 
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THURS 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gentle Exercise Class, Methodist Church, Lakeswood Road, Queensway 
Hall, 1.45 p.m. to 2.45 p.m. Chair-based for 65 plus. Contact Karen Cook, 
01689 825087. 
Petts Wood Ladies Tennis Club.  Meet at Willett Recreation Ground, Petts 
Wood.  Play all year round. Visitors welcome, 9.00 a.m. to noon.  Call Mary 
O’Mahony 01689 832192 – or just turn up. 
Petts Wood Methodist Church Craft Club.  10.00 a.m. to noon. The 
Welcome Area, Petts Wood Methodist Church.  New members welcome. 
Petts Wood Library, Stay and Play, 2.15 p.m. to 3.00 p.m.  For children 
aged 18 months+.  Term time only.  
Petts Wood Runners Group, for non-members who can run for 30 minutes 
or more.  Meet every Thursday at Willett Recreation Ground, off Crossway 
at 9.30 a.m. for a run in the Woods.  Split into two groups, one for easy pace 
over 3 miles, the other at a faster pace over 5 miles. Contact  
pettswoodrunners.org  for further details. 
The Orpington Quilters meet every second Thursday of the month at 
Crofton Halls, Crofton Road, BR6 8PR.  Contact Membership Secretary 
Carol Rainbow at carolrainbow170@btinternet.com or http://www. 
orpingtonquilters.co.uk 
Petts Wood OAP Luncheon Club meets at the Kingsbury Hall, Christ 
Church, Willett Way, Petts Wood at 1.00 p.m. each Thursday for a home 
cooked lunch at a cost of £3.00.  Apply to Margaret on 07742 169132. 
Buggyfit.  Every Thursday at 11.30 a.m. at Edgebury/Belmont Lane.  For 
further information contact Kat Allen at kat@topkat-training.co.uk or 
07855 438767. 
 Pilates.  Every Thursday at 3.30 p.m. to 9.00 p.m. at The Petts Wood   
Osteopathic Clinic, Queensway.  For further information contact Kat Allen at 
kat@topkat-training.co.uk or 07855 438767.  
Pilates.  Healthy body class (mixed ability) at 9.30 p.m. to 10.30 p.m.  Petts 
Wood Methodist Church.  Contact Grace Rose on 07913 912411 or 
gracerosepilates@hotmail.com (see Facebook business page Grace 
Rose Pilates). 

 
FRI 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Christ Church URC/Coffee Stop.  Open every Friday; all are welcome. 
Willett Way 10.30 a.m. to noon. 
Taekwondo Training.  St. Augustine’s Church Hall, Southborough Lane, 
Kiddie Kickers (3 to 5 years), 4.00 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. or 4.30 p.m. to 5.00 
p.m.  Children (6 to 12 years), 5.00 p.m. to 6.00 p.m.  The Memorial Hall, 
200 Petts Wood Road, Petts Wood.  Kiddie Kickers, Children, Adults, 
Families, All Belts, 7.00 p.m.  to 8.30 p.m. 
Walking for Health, every Friday throughout the year.   Meet at 2.00 p.m. 
at Tent Peg Lane car park, off Crest View Drive, Petts Wood, BR5 1BY for 
a gentle stroll around Jubilee Country Park (and sometimes beyond) lasting 
approximately 60 to 75 minutes. Organised by the Ramblers and Macmillan 
Cancer Support. 
Petts Wood & Orpington Chess Club, St John’s URC, Lynwood Grove.  
Children and adults welcome, all ages and standards.  For further details, 
see website www.pwchessclub.org.uk or contact Ralph Ambrose, Club 
Secretary, 0845 8900 780 or email secretary@pwchessclub.org.uk. 
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FRI 
(cont.) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SAT 
 
 
 
 
 

Little Kickers Football Classes, Petts Wood Memorial Hall, 12.50 p.m. to 
13.35 p.m. for children aged 2½ years to 4½ years, and 13.45 p.m. to 14.30 
p.m. for children aged 18 months to 2½ years.  Classes run all year, 
including holidays.  For further details call 0208 432 0982 or email 
philbanister@littlekickers.co.uk.    
Petts Wood Library, Books Aloud.  4.00 p.m. to 4.30 p.m. for children aged 
4 to 7 years old and their parents and carers.  Term time only. 
U3A Bridge Club.  Meet at Petts Wood Methodist Church (corner of 
Lakeswood Road, Queensway) at 1.00 p.m. for 1.15 p.m. start in the 
Queensway Hall.  Come and join this very friendly group to play Duplicate 
Bridge.  Partner desirable but not essential.  Contact Edward Wilks for more 
details on 01689 828879.  Cost £3.50 per session includes tea/coffee and 
biscuits. 
A Writers’ Group, to help develop your fiction writing at 8.00 p.m. on the 
second Friday of each month at the iCare Centre in Green Street Green. 
For more information, please contact Roger Woodward at email address  
roger19woodward@ntlworld.com 
Knit and Natter.  10.30 a.m. to noon.  At The Royal British Legion Club, 
Queensway, Petts Wood.  All abilities welcome – non-knitters can come 
along and join in the natter.  For further information contact Paula Ferguson 
at ferguson42@aol.com or 07747 112492. 
 
Petts Wood Methodist Church (opposite the Shell petrol station) in 
Queensway holds a coffee morning every Saturday morning from 10.00 
a.m. to noon.  Anyone is welcome to pop-in and we have cakes for sale as 
well.  These coffee mornings are run by various people throughout the year, 
and raise money for many different charities, many local ones, so you would 
be supporting the local community as well.  If anyone is interested in running 
a coffee morning for their charity, then please contact Liz by email at 
lizsewell56@btinternet.com or telephone 0208 467 2568 (answerphone). 
Bums, Tums and Bingo-wings, aerobic sessions, Oakley Gymnasium, 
Queensway, 9.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m. no need to book.  Open to all ages, £5 
per session.  Contact Ellie 07977 975943. 
Petts Wood Library, 9.30 a.m. to 10.30 a.m. Newspapers, coffee, and a 
chat. 
Adult Ballet - mixed ability, with beginners and 'returners' very 
welcome. 9.00 a.m. to 10.00 a.m. Petts Wood Royal British Legion Hall, 
Queensway. £10 per class.  For further details contact:  
patricia.latter@gmail.com 
Pilates Mixed Ability at 10.00 a.m. to 11.00 a.m.  The Royal British Legion, 
Queenway.  Contact Grace Rose  on 07913 912411 or 
gracerosepilates@hotmail.com (see Facebook business page Grace 
Rose Pilates and website www.gracerosepilates.com. 
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DIARY: SINGLE EVENTS 
 
 APRIL 2020 

 5 Dolphin Model Boat Club.  Sailing meeting 10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.  At the 
boating pond by the Poverest Road/Kent Road junction on the Cray Avenue 
(A224) – BR5 4AB.  Spectators most welcome.  No entry fee.  Any questions 
contact David 01689 850723 or Paul 01322 615980 – 
www.dolphinmodelboatclub.com. 

 5 RSPB, Bromley Local Group.  11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.  Spring Bird and Heron 
Watch.  Annual joint event with the Friends of Kelsey Park.  Guided walks at 
noon and 2.00 p.m.  Meet at the stalls overlooking the lake in Kelsey Park, Manor 
Way, Beckenham (BR3 3LS).  **All RSPB events are open to everyone, or all 
ages: members and  non-members, except birdwatchers and absolute 
beginners.  Contact: bromleyrspb@gmail.com or telephone 07392 790719. 

 6 NHS Retirement Fellowship, Bromley Branch. 10.15 a.m.  Talks about our 
two charities, Médecins Sans Frontières’ and  ‘The Royal Society for Blind 
Children’.  Education Centre, Princess Royal University Hospital, Farmborough.  
Contact the Secretary on 01689 829264. 

 7 St James the Great Memory Café.  2.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. at St James the 
Great Community Centre, Petts Wood.  A warm and welcoming Café where 
guests with Dementia and their carers can go for a chat and refreshments while 
enjoying a wide range of entertainment. 

 7 Petts Wood Library.  Hard of Hearing Club.  Come and enjoy a cup of tea or 
coffee and biscuits and meet Sandra Agard who will be running a reminisce 
session. 11.00 a.m. to noon.  Cost: free and no need to book. 

 7 Petts Wood Library.  Author Event.  Learn about the trailblazing Harriet Tubman 
with children’s author Sandra Agard.  With interactive storytelling and singing 
this event is guaranteed to be fun as well as educational.  For children aged 6+ 
and their parents/carers.  2.15 p.m. to 3.15 p.m.  Please telephone  the Library 
to book your place: 01689 821607. 

 8 RSPB, Bromley Local Group.  Talk: Going loco over Gola cocoa by Rosie 
Miles.  7.00 p.m.  Find out how eating chocolate could help save the rainforest.  
A RSPB project to save threatened wildlife and support local communities in the 
Gola Rainforest of Sierra Leone.  (**see also note above on 5th April). 

11 Petts Wood Library.  Baby Bounce and Rhyme, great songs and rhymes for all.   
10.00 a.m. to 10.30 a.m.  No need to book. 

14 St James the Great Memory Café.  2.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. at St James the 
Great Community Centre, Petts Wood.  A warm and welcoming Café where 
guests with Dementia and their carers go for a chat and refreshments while 
enjoying a wide range of entertainment. 

14 Orpington Video and Film Makers Meeting.  AGM.  8.00 p.m.  St Augustine’s 
Church Hall, Southborough Lane.  For further details contact Hugh Darrington 
01322 863292, or email darrington1@talktalk.net.  Website 
http://www.OVFM.org.uk 

14 Petts Wood Library.  Easter themed crafts and activities.  Drop-in sessions for 
children aged 5+ and their parents and carers at 2.15 p.m. to 3.15 p.m.  
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 APRIL 2020 (cont.) 
16 Petts Wood Library.  Easter themed crafts and activities.  Drop-in sessions for 

children aged 5+ and their parents and carers at 11.00 a.m. to noon. 
16 Petts Wood Lynwood Evening Townswomen’s Guild.  ‘Renewing the spring 

in your step’, a talk by Dr Jason Gould.  Towncourt Rooms, Memorial Hall, Petts 
Wood, 7.30 p.m.  For further details, contact Anne Carter on 01689 825083 or 
see www.pettswoodlynwoodtg.co.uk 

17 Petts Wood Library.  Tea Time Talk, U3A.  Come along and learn about the 
origins of the University of the Third Age, and it’s development, to the present 
day.  This includes a look at the activities it has to offer.  2.15 p.m. to 3.15 p.m.  
Cost £1, refreshments are provided.  Please telephone  the Library to book your 
place: 01689 821607. 

18 Dolphin Model Boat Club.  Sailing meeting including a display of models with 
‘lights’ at dusk’.  1.00 p.m. to dusk.    For further details and location, please see 
the entry for 5th April. 

18 RSPB, Bromley Local Group.  Local walk:  Ruxley Gravel Pits, Sidcup.  9.30 
a.m.  A leafy oasis for wetland birds, plants and invertebrates.  Meet at Edgington 
Way entrance (DA14 5AD).  We will open the gates for cars to drive through to 
park.  Arrive early but not before 9.00 a.m.  Booking essential (**see also note 
above on 5th April). 

26 Dolphin Model Boat Club.  Sailing meeting.  10.00 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.  For 
further details and location, please see the entry for 5th April. 

26 RSPB, Bromley Local Group.  Coach Trip: RSPB Titchwell Marsh, Norfolk 
(pick-up at 8.00 a.m.).  Expect booming bitterns and avocet chicks to be two 
highlights of our trip to this special reserve of diverse habitats, including a pristine 
beach overlooking The Wash.   Booking essential.  (**see also note above on 5th 
April). 

28 RSPB, Bromley Local Group.  Local Walk: High Elms Country Park, Orpington 
6.00 a.m.  Experience the joy of the dawn chorus with Bob Harrop in a chalk 
grassland and mixed woodland setting.  Meet at the main car park in High Elms 
Road (BR6 7JH).  (**See also note above on 5th April). 

 
 MAY 2020 

  3 Petts Wood & Crays R.N.L.I.  Although we have had to cut back on some of 
our activities this year, we are planning to have a stand at the Petts Wood May 
Fayre on Sunday 3rd May 2020.  We will be selling R.N.L.I. souvenirs, some 
nearly new, and we will also be running two games. 

  5 St James the Great Memory Café.  2.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. at St James the 
Great Community Centre, Petts Wood.  A warm and welcoming Café where 
guests with Dementia and their carers go for a chat and refreshments while 
enjoying a wide range of entertainment. 

12 St James the Great Memory Café.  2.00 p.m. to 3.30 p.m. at St James the 
Great Community Centre, Petts Wood.  A warm and welcoming Café where 
guests with Dementia and their carers go for a chat and refreshments while 
enjoying a wide range of entertainment. 

16 Peckish at Perry Hall Primary School.  Food and Gardening Fair from 11.00 
a.m. to 3.00 p.m.  Perry Hall Road, BR6 OEF. Entry is free, and everyone is 
welcome. 



kumon.co.uk

Kumon’s maths and English study 
programmes work to build your child’s 
confidence and inspire a passion for learning. 

Contact your local Instructor for a Free Assessment.
Petts Wood Study Centre 020 8432 3414
Classes held at Kingsbury Hall, Christ Church,  
Tudor Way, Petts Wood, Orpington, BR5 1LH

Boost your 
child’s 

confidence

Highly skilled and 
talented florists with 
years of experience in 
the floristry business.

Belles Florist has been professionally run for 10 years with a 
range of love, passion and care for each individual floral design.

We cater for all occasions and offer free consultations.
211 Petts Wood Road, Petts Wood, Kent BR5 1LA
01689 872372 • www.bellesflorist.co.uk • info@bellesflorist.co.uk

Large selection of hardware and e-liquids 
from Malaysia, us and uk stocked

8 Chatsworth Parade, Queensway, Petts Wood, BR5 1DF

Telephone:
01689 820783
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LOCAL MPs, LOCAL ASSEMBLY MEMBER, LOCAL 
COUNCILLORS, POLICE, BIGGIN HILL, AND 

FIXMYSTREET WEBSITE 
  

GARETH BACON - MP FOR ORPINGTON  
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA  

gareth.bacon.mp@parliament.uk 
 

GARETH BACON - ASSEMBLY MEMBER FOR BEXLEY & BROMLEY 
(until May 2021) 

City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
gareth.bacon@london.gov.uk  

 
SIR ROBERT NEILL – MP FOR BROMLEY AND CHISLEHURST 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 
bob.neill.mp@parliament.uk 

COUNCILLORS for PETTS WOOD & KNOLL WARD 
c/o Members Room, Bromley Civic Centre, Stockwell Close, 

Bromley, BR1 3UH 
Councillor Simon Fawthrop simon.fawthrop@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Keith Onslow  keith.onslow@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Tony Owen tony.owen@bromley.gov.uk  

COUNCILLORS for CRAY VALLEY WEST WARD 
Councillor Judi Ellis  judith.ellis@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Colin Hitchins colin.hitchins@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Gary Stevens gary.stevens@bromley.gov.uk 

 
 POLICE CONTACT DETAILS 

LOCAL TEAM: 0208 721 2609 
NON-URGENT MATTERS:  101 
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  999 

 
BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT CONTACT DETAILS 

TRAFFIC NOISE:  01959 578580 
 

TO REPORT LOCAL PROBLEMS SUCH AS BROKEN PAVING 
STONES, STREET LIGHTING FAULTS, FLY- TIPPING OR 

GRAFFITI, GO TO WEBSITE:  www.fixmystreet.com 
 
  

     
 



 
 

 

The Association was founded in 1929 to preserve and develop the 
amenities of the district and to promote an active interest in local 
government. It is strictly non-party and non-sectarian, and our constitution 
is available from the Secretary. Membership is circa 3,200 households 
and the subscription is £4. 
www.pettswood.org.uk     www.facebook.com/YourPettsWood 

                                                          OFFICERS 
Chairman John Powell, MBE   chairman@pettswood.org.uk 

Vice Chair/Planning Andrea Stevens   andreas@pettswood.org.uk 
Treasurer & Advertising Susan Radford   susanr@pettswood.org.uk 

Secretary Janet Guntrip   janetg@pettswood.org.uk 

 COMMITTEE 
Community Liaison Brian Eaton 

 
brian@pettswood,org.uk 

Crime & Policing Derek Marrable 
 

derekm@pettswood.org.uk 

Education Rane Ranasinghe  raner@pettswood.org.uk 

Environment 
Health 

Phil Birch 
Elizabeth Strachan 

 philb@pettswood.org.uk 
elizabeths@pettswood.org.uk 

Membership Secretary Katrina Summerfield  membership@pettswood.org.uk 
National Trust Mel Wright  melwillwright@gmail.com 
Public Transport*    
Traffic/Parking David Boswell  d.boswell2011@btinternet.com 
Committee Member 
Committee Member 

Deborrah Baker 
Graham Knight-Zhang 

 deborrah@pettswood.org.uk 
graham@pettswood.org.uk 

 ASSOCIATES 
Diary Chris Levey   clevey@pettswood.org.uk 
Gazette Editor Marian Smith   editor@pettswood.org.uk 
Main Distributor Stephen Martin   
Website Ian Smith   webmaster@pettswood.org.uk 
Cover Artwork Colin Earl   earl@cartoonworld.org 
Letters  30 Birchwood Rd  BR5 1NZ  
Gazette Printer Conquest Litho Ltd    info@conquestlitho.co.uk 
This month’s cover The Covert   

 LIFE MEMBERS 
Mr R.J. Barber ~  Mrs V.M.E. Cannon ~ Mr C. Earl ~ Mr C.J. Harris ~ Mr C.R. House ~ Mrs B.M. Martin  
~ Mr K. Short ~ Mr P. Stanley ~ Mrs J. Towers ~ Mr P.C. Varley ~  Mr P. Waymark ~   Mr P.J. Webb  ~  
Mr R.A. Wheeler ~   Mrs A. Willatt ~ Mr S.M. Wood  

 
                                                       DISCLAIMER 
The Petts Wood and District Residents’ Association accepts no responsibility for the content of any 
advertisement published in The Gazette or on our notice board. Readers should note that the inclusion 
of any advertisement in no way implies approval or recommendation of either the terms of any offer 
contained therein or of the advertiser by the Petts Wood and District Residents’ Association. The 
Association also accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions in publishing the dates, times and 
details of local events, nor for any problems arising out of those errors or omissions. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Petts Wood Gazette are their own and are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Petts Wood and District Residents’ Association. 

 
 

*Alan Bodley (to be co-opted on the Committee in April), bizzy@bodley20.plus.com 


