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ASSOCIATION NOTICES 

A WORD FROM OUR CHAIRMAN 
So it is welcome to November, and I sincerely hope that the vast majority of 
readers are now receiving this missive in hard copy again rather than online. It 
has been a hard slog this last few months in a multitude of ways, but hopefully, 
we can be grateful for this little mercy in that your Gazette is once more in 
personal, tangible form. 
I open my comments this month I am afraid with reference to the horror that is 
the Locksbottom to Orpington cycle lane.  Somehow this project received a 
green light from the Council despite local Councillors vehemently opposing it, 
but I am aghast at the chaos the construction is apparently going to cause.  Work 
was due to begin on 12th October and is likely to last well into Spring 
2021!  Temporary traffic signals will be deployed for most of the duration of the 
project with early work around Orpington station. With a bit of luck, signs will 
have warned motorists, and letters will have been delivered to residents and 
businesses to warn them of the works, but this is small fry compared with the 
chaos it will cause with traffic on the A232 along with, of course, the various bus 
routes.  It is a criminal waste of public money - cost £677,000, which is the 
equivalent of a million pounds per mile.  Cycle usage comes nowhere near to 
justifying this farce, and I would happily pop into the local bookies with a tenner 
to say subsequent use will come nowhere near the projected 20,000 - and 
believe me, I am not usually a betting man! If there was such a desire for a 
cycling path, what on earth was wrong with a bit of white paint?!  Strange too, 
that the outpouring of disgust on the local ‘Nextdoor’ application by a string of 
horrified locals (over 150 comments almost all vehemently against the scheme) 
was not reflected in the initial consultation which involved 26 (yes, twenty-six) 
responses, which the Council hastily converted into percentages to avoid 
embarrassment.  As one Councillor said – “Nobody can be certain of how much 
traffic congestion, pollution and delay will be caused by the finished scheme or what 
its effect will be on emergency response times, especially ambulances from the 
Princess Royal University Hospital”.  He had searched for but failed to find any 
documentary evidence that the Ambulance and Fire Services are happy with the 
scheme or received a consultation. The Police response did not address emergency 
calls. Referring again to comments on ‘Nextdoor’, here is a typical comment:  “A 
complete waste of time and money and that’s coming from a keen cyclist. This 
scheme will make the lovely green verges along Crofton Road much narrower, the 
‘Orca’ cycle lane demarcation inserts are dangerous and will be noisy with lorries and 
buses riding over them and the new crossing point over the brow of the hill going 
down to the station will be extremely dangerous to use.......  A serious accident is 
waiting to happen!!”  I guess there is a lesson here for us all - if you see a project 
you disagree with, voice your concerns, or assume there is a strong chance of it 
going ahead. 
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Meanwhile, we are still in a pandemic, although the North-South divide is now 
huge with a massive lean toward the North as reflected by daily statistics and 
recent local lockdowns.  That does not, of course, mean that we can let our 
guard down in any way, and I have been most disturbed by some people’s 
experiences in and around our district.  One such tale related to a visit to a coffee 
shop when the individual was the only person to register for the hour they were 
there. During that time, at least two people came in without face coverings, stood 
at the counter, and were not asked to don a mask or register.  The same 
individual then went on to a local supermarket, where five customers were 
allowed to shop unchallenged without masks.  Then a ride on a 208 bus saw two 
teenagers allowed on without any face coverings.  I have to confess I have seen 
very few buses around Petts Wood where there is 100% compliance with the 
rules. Yes, there may be the odd individual who is exempt, but it is very clear 
that not everyone is playing ball, and that is unacceptable. We owe it to each 
other to be responsible and to ensure our younger offspring realise what the 
rules are and how vital it is to comply with them. Personally, I hate wearing a 
mask, but will never break the rules or put myself or, most importantly, others at 
risk through my own laziness or ignorance.  Yes, down South holds far less a 
risk of infections than North of the Watford Gap, but our rate is still increasing 
(we could be in tier 2 by the time you read this), and it is incumbent on us all to 
ensure that trend is reversed - and quickly! 
Before moving on, I would add one comment about everyone’s new accessory 
which, in some case, has become quite a designer/fashion issue!  The latter is 
fine, but those opting for the basic disposable face mask, however, are not all 
getting a great press when it comes to actual disposal.  I read that a Marine 
Biologist found 171 plastic masks and gloves in just one hour in an estuary in 
Cornwall (source: Life in Orpington).  Disposable masks are made from a 
number of layers of polypropylene - a form of plastic that will take many years to 
break down, and which represent multiple environmental risks.  So please 
dispose of yours responsibly - I have personally seen several examples in and 
around Petts Wood of these masks simply abandoned in the street.  I really have 
to question a person’s sanity who quite happily drops their mask in the street, 
leaving it for someone else to clear up!  Caring for our environment is indeed an 
increasing issue in every day life for us all (yes, dear cyclists - I do actually care!) 
but clearly, there are some irresponsible individuals who do not care to the extent 
that they are also willing to cause criminal damage to public property.  In this 
instance, I refer to the footbridge linking Bluston Parade with Queensway where 
one side of the border has been punctured.  It is potentially a very dangerous 
practice as it opens up a direct fall onto the railway tracks below.  Unbelievably 
someone also seems to think it’s a jolly wheeze to move the temporary safety 
boards currently installed, further heightening the danger to, especially, young 
children. Incredible!  I am told, however, that Bromley Council has accepted 
responsibility after Network Rail made it clear it was not part of their estate.  
Replacement panels were being sought as I write, although safety issues in  
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executing the repair are apparently a little complicated and could lead to further 
delay.  Let us hope by the time you are reading this though - just maybe - they 
have been installed. 

In the planning world, Andrea Stevens our Planning Representative talks in this 
issue about the decision by Bromley Council Development and Control 
Committee to consult us on a potential extension of the Chislehurst Road 
conservation areas and the creation of new conservation areas.  An external firm 
of specialist Heritage Consultants undertook the research and composed the 
report which, sadly, contained a number of errors.  Some road names were 
wrong as were developer/builder names.  Rather poor given the availability 
these days of Street View/Google Maps and the like.  Please look at this and air 
your views as soon as the process begins - there needs to be as many 
comments/responses as possible for this to be taken forward.  Responses are 
likely to be accepted via email or post.  Due to Covid-19, the usual public 
exhibition illustrating the proposals cannot, unfortunately, take place. 

Finally, this month it is the first opportunity I have had to pay tribute to one 
exceptionally brave man who gave his life protecting others.  Sergeant Matiu 
Ratana was gunned down inside a custody suite in Croydon in September.  It 
will all have been said by the time your Gazette hits the streets, but as someone 
who served in the ‘Policing Family’ for 30 years myself, I was as shocked and 
saddened as anyone at this cold-blooded killing.  There are no words for his loss 
nor the pain his family and immediate colleagues will be feeling, but I can only 
hope there will both be justice and learning from this appalling incident to ensure 
such a tragedy never happens again.  RIP. 

JOHN V. POWELL, MBE 
 

DON’T BE A VICTIM by  John Powell, MBE 
A hoax email is currently being circulated and Action Fraud have issued the 
following warning:  
The hoax email reads:   
"Can you circulate this around especially as Xmas is fast approaching - it has 
been confirmed by Royal Mail. The Trading Standards Office are making people 
aware of the following scam:   
A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery 
Service) suggesting that they were unable to deliver a parcel and that you need 
to contact them on 0906 6611911 (a Premium rate number).   
DO NOT call this number, as this is a mail scam originating from Belize. If you 
call the number and you start to hear a recorded message you will already have 
been billed £315 for the phone call.   
If you do receive a card with these details, then please contact Royal Mail Fraud 
on 020 7239 6655."    
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If you receive this email just delete it and do not forward it to anyone.    
PhonepayPlus, is aware that a chain email about an alleged postal scam is being 
circulated on the Internet. The email refers to the Royal Mail, Trading Standards 
and ICSTIS (PhonepayPlus' former name).   
PhonepayPlus appreciates that recipients of the email may want to find out more 
information about the alleged scam and has therefore issued the following 
statement:   

The chain email refers to a service (operating on 0906 6611911) that was shut 
down by PhonepayPlus (then ICSTIS) in December 2005.   

• PhonepayPlus subsequently fined the company that was operating the 
service, Studio Telecom (based in Belize), £10,000. 

• The service is NO LONGER running and has NOT been running since 
December 2005. 

• You do NOT need to contact PhonepayPlus, or the Royal Mail, about this 
service as it was stopped almost eight years ago.   

• If you receive a copy of the email warning you about the alleged scam, 
please do NOT forward it to others. Instead, please forward this statement 
from PhonepayPlus.   

• If you receive a delivery card through your letter box which you do not 
believe is genuine and which asks you to dial a premium rate number, you 
can contact PhonepayPlus on 0800 500 212 (Monday to Friday 8.00 a.m. 
to 6.00 p.m.) for further guidance.   

For more detailed information about PhonepayPlus’ work, please 
visit www.phonepayplus.org.uk.  To report a fraud, call Action Fraud on 
0300 123 2040, or use their online reporting tool. 

PLANNING NEWS  by  Andrea Stevens 
The following planning application has been decided: 

Bayheath House – Several applications have been submitted and approved 
regarding details to discharge conditions following planning permission being 
granted to convert Bayheath and Cardinal Houses to residential 
accommodation. There are too many to include here but are available to view 
on the Bromley Council Planning website.  
 
Residents may have seen the scaffolding erected around these former office 
blocks. According to the timescale submitted with the planning application, it is 
anticipated that the works will take approximately 18 months to complete.  
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PETTS WOOD ASRC AND CONSERVATION AREAS   
by  Andrea Stevens 

At a recent Bromley Council Development Control Committee meeting held on 
24th September 2020, a decision was taken to undertake a public consultation 
to extend the Conservation Areas in Petts Wood. A report has been prepared by 
independent specialist heritage consultants who looked at the roads within the 
Area of Special Residential Character in particular. 

PW&DRA understand that residents in affected/neighbouring roads will be 
notified by letter about the public consultation. Residents will be able to 
contribute their views on the proposals.   

BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT – UPDATE  by  Andrea Stevens 
It has been a while since I updated residents about matters concerned with 
Biggin Hill Airport. 
Since my last article, there have been several developments which have the 
potential to affect our area in terms of overflying and aircraft noise. There are 
plans to renew the Instrument Landing System (ILS) to Runway 21. This is the 
main flightpath over Petts Wood. It is understood that possible changes will 
include a slightly higher angle of descent with flights being a 200-300 feet higher 
over Petts Wood.  
There are also plans to introduce a new approach to Runway 03. However, this 
requires CAA approval and is awaiting a decision on the next part of the process. 
If this is eventually approved, then there should be fewer aircraft movements 
flying into Biggin Hill Airport over Petts Wood. 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT  by  Alan Bodley 
COVID-19 – BY LAW YOU MUST WEAR A FACE COVERING ON ALL 
PUBLIC TRANSPORT BECAUSE OF TIER 2 RESTRICTIONS NOW IN 
FORCE. PLEASE ONLY USE PUBLIC TRANSPORT FOR ESSENTIAL 

PURPOSES, FOR EXAMPLE TRAVEL TO AND FROM PLACES OF WORK, 
SCHOOLS, OR MEDICAL APPOINTMENTS. 

SOUTHEASTERN   
The timetable introduced on 7th September is now valid for all services including 
weekends.  

THAMESLINK 
There are some peak hour trains to and from Blackfriars via Catford. The regular 
weekday service outside these times is withdrawn until further notice. 
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Planned Network Rail weekend engineering work affecting our local 
Southeastern and Thameslink services during October is as follows: 

Date Section 
Sun.   1 Buses replace trains between Orpington and Lewisham. 
 Victoria – Orpington service running normally and  
 extended to Sevenoaks. 
 Trains running between Orpington and Charing Cross 
 via different route.  For this service go to Orpington, 
 either by train or bus from Petts Wood. 
Sun.   7  Buses replace trains between Orpington and Tonbridge. 
Sun. 22  Buses replace trains between Robertsbridge and  
   Hastings.  

 Buses replace trains between Orpington and Bromley 
South, as well as Sevenoaks and Chislehurst. 

 Charing Cross trains will run to and from Chislehurst. 
 Victoria trains will run to and from Bromley South. 

  Trains between Charing Cross and Robertsbridge (for 
   Hastings) will call at Chislehurst. 
Sat.  28 & Sun. 29 Buses replace trains between Robertsbridge and 
   Hastings. 
Sun. 29 Victoria – Orpington service diverted via Catford. 
 Replacement bus will operate between Bromley South 
 and Denmark Hill calling at intermediate stations via  
 Herne Hill. 
 Brixton station will be closed.  The Underground can be  
 used between Victoria and Brixton at no extra cost with a  
 valid ticket. 
 No services between London Bridge and Charing Cross;  
 with trains diverted to and from Cannon Street. 
 Valid rail tickets to and from affected destinations will be 
 accepted on reasonable Underground routes. 
Sun. 6 Dec. No services to and from Victoria with trains diverted to  
 and from Blackfriars.   
 Valid rail tickets to and from affected destinations will be  
 accepted on reasonable Underground routes. 
 Buses replace trains between Tunbridge Wells and Battle. 
 
TRANSPORT FOR LONDON 
Buses: 
Currently single decker buses are restricted to 11 to 14 passengers and double 
deckers to 30.  According to TfL there are extra buses running on routes 273, 
661, R3 and R7.  Also, on weekday afternoons some buses on route 208 are  
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only to be used by school children.  If this arrangement also applies in the 
morning can someone please let me know. 

London Underground/TfL Rail/London Trams: 
Services are operating normally. 

Underground: 
The Waterloo & City line is suspended indefinitely.  There are no night services. 
Some stations have restricted opening hours.  Heathrow Terminal 4 remains 
closed. 

As of 26th October, TfL were planning engineering works during November on 
lines shown below: 

TfL Line and Station closures 

Date Line and Section 
Sun.  1 Northern – Moorgate and Kennington. 
 Circle – Entire Line. 
 District – All sections West of Aldgate East. 
Sun.  1 & Mon.  2 London Trams – East Croydon and Wandle Park. 
Sat.   7 & Sun.  8 London Overground – Surrey Quays and Clapham 
 Junction. 
Sat. 14 District/Hammersmith and City – Trains will not stop at  
 Whitechapel. 
Sat. 14 & Sun. 15 Northern – Charing Cross and Kennington. 
Sun. 15 District – Tower Hill and West Ham. 
 Hammersmith and City – Hammersmith and Barking (Entire 
 Line). 
 London Overground – Highbury & Islington and Shadwell. 
 Surrey Quays to New Cross, Crystal Palace and West 
 Croydon. 
Sat. 21 & Sun. 22 District – Tower Hill and Upminster. 
Sat. 28 & Sun. 29 Hammersmith and City – Hammersmith and Barking 
(consecutive (Entire Line). 
weekends) London Overground – Highbury & Islington and Shadwell. 
 Surrey Quays to New Cross, Crystal Palace and West 
 Croydon 
 Northern – Charing Cross and Kennington. 
Sat. 28 & Sun. 29 Docklands Light Railway (DLR) – Island Gardens and 
 Westferry. 
Sat.  5 & Sun.   6 Northern – Charing Cross and Kennington. 
Dec. 
Sun. 6 Dec. London Overground – Surrey Quays and Clapham  
 Junction. 
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This and more information on planned engineering works can be found on the 
following links: 

Network Rail:  https:/www.nationalrail.co.uk/service_disruptions/ 
currentAndFuture.aspx 
Transport for London (TfL):  https://tfl.gov.uk 
 

COMMUNITY LIAISON  by  Brian Eaton 
Covid-19 – Move to Tier 2   
On Saturday 17th October, the Government moved London into Covid Tier 2 
(high alert). This affected all London Boroughs including Bromley, which has 
meant new restrictions/rules for us all to follow, for an unspecified time.  
Below are just some key points, there are a good number of others with full 
details on the Government website at  www.gov.uk/guidance/local-covid-
alert-level-high.  The points below are for people who are fit and well.  On their 
website the Government gives separate guidance for households with a possible 
or confirmed Coronavirus infection and people who are clinically extremely 
vulnerable to Coronavirus. I would advise a visit to the website to get familiar 
with all the advice and rules.   
For the week 17th to 23rd October, the London Borough of  Bromley had 109 
cases per 100,000 people. The national average is 137. There is a rise week on 
week at present.  
Some Key Points: 
Meeting friends and family 
• People are not allowed to meet others indoors who are not in their household 

or support bubble. This includes at home or, for example, a pub or restaurant.  
• People are allowed to continue to mix with people outdoors, but this must not 

be in a group larger than six, and social distancing rules must be followed. 
• Any breaches of the above rules are against the law, and people can be fined 

up to £6,400. 
Care Homes 
• Visits to care homes are not allowed except in exceptional circumstances, an 

example of this would be to visit someone who is at the end of their life. There 
is guidance on this on the Government website. 

Work 
• People are advised to work at home where possible. If it is not possible then 

people can return to their workplace, but their employer must have made sure 
that arrangements are in place for their employees to work safely. 
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Schools and Nurseries 
• Schools and nurseries will remain open. Adults and pupils in schools and 

colleges that teach year 7 and above will have to wear face coverings when 
moving around the school. They usually will not have to wear face coverings 
in a classroom. 

Shopping 
• People must wear a face covering in shops, supermarkets and shopping 

centres unless they are exempt from having to do so. Full details on 
exemptions are on the Government website.  

Pubs, Bars and Restaurants 
• Pubs, bars and restaurants can only offer table service and have to close at 

10.00 p.m. 
• Customers must not mix indoors with anyone who is not in their own 

household or support bubble. If people sit outdoors, they can meet in groups 
of up to six people. 

• Contact details must be given to the venue by at least one member of the 
group. An alternative is, that they can check in using the NHS Covid App. 

• Unless the person is exempt, face coverings must be worn, except when 
seated at a table to eat or drink.  

Travel, Hotels etc. 
• If travelling is necessary, people are advised to reduce the number of 

journeys they make and if possible walk or cycle rather than use public 
transport. 
• People should only travel in a car with someone outside their household 

or support bubble if social distancing can take place. 
• Travel from this area to Wales is not allowed, except for a limited set of 

reasons such as going to work. People should also avoid travelling to any 
part of the country subject to very high local COVID alert levels. 

• Staying at hotels or similar accommodation, inside or outside the area is 
allowed, but only with people in the person’s household or support bubble. 

Weddings/Funerals etc. 
• There is a limit of 15 people allowed to attend weddings, civil partnership 

ceremonies and wedding receptions. The reception has to be a sit-down 
meal. 

• There is a limit of 30 people allowed to attend a funeral. No more than 15 can 
attend wakes and other related events. 

The much-quoted guidance for everyone to remember day to day still applies. 
This is ‘Hands. Face. Space’: 
• Hands – wash your hands regularly and for 20 seconds. 
• Face – wear a face covering in indoor settings where social distancing may 

be difficult, and where you will come into contact with people you do not  
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 normally meet. There are full details of exemptions from this on the  
 Government website.  

• Space – stay 2 metres apart from people you do not live with where possible, 
or 1 metre with extra precautions in place (such as wearing face coverings 
or increasing ventilation indoors). 

CRIME AND POLICING  by  John Powell, MBE 
As your Gazette went to print we were receiving alerts from our local Policing team 
of a spate of vehicle crime that is building up all over Bromley, including Petts Wood 
and Knoll.  Some residents may have caught some CCTV images of the suspects 
and Police are asking that you get in touch with them if this applies to you.  Before 
getting in touch though, do confirm that the images are of a decent quality and that 
facial images have been captured.  It can be a laborious process looking through 
CCTV footage I know, but if we are to protect each other and our prized 4-wheeled 
possessions it needs everyone working together!  A good bit of advice is to ensure 
you do not leave anything visible in your vehicle - or anything of value - even that little 
bit of change in the centre console.  You never know - it could just be sufficient 
incentive for a criminal to break into your vehicle and leave you with several hundred 
pounds worth of damage. 
On the positive side, there have been very few residential burglaries as we see from 
the latest figures, although there have been a couple of non-residential burglaries and 
a shed break-in.  This said, Christmas is fast approaching (I know, I know, but I am 
afraid it is!), and we can anticipate this statistic heading in the wrong direction. This is 
especially so as the clocks will have gone back when you read this issue, and the 
days are darker for longer.  If you have an alarm system, please use it both at night 
and when you are out or away from home and consider purchasing some 
inexpensive light timer switches. These are brilliant as you can plug a light or lamp 
into them, they plug into the mains, and you set it to switch your light on for whatever 
period of the evening or night you choose.  If you are only out for a period of the day, 
leaving a radio on somewhere in the property can also be a good deterrent to would-
be burglars. 
Latest figures as follows for four weeks ending 15th October: 
Burglaries -1 
Burglaries non-residential - 3 
Burglary attempts -1 
Theft of motor vehicles - 6 
Theft from motor vehicles -9 
Vehicle interferences -3 
Common Assaults – 4 
Assault/Grievous bodily harm -1 
Assault/Actual bodily harm - 1 
Shoplifting - 1  
Cycle thefts - 2. 
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As your Gazette went to print, I am delighted to report that we have managed to 
recruit a new 'Crime and Policing' portfolio holder.  Phil Macer's details will be 
included next month after we have introduced him properly to the 
Association.  From a constitutional point of view, we have not had an AGM in 
2020, and at this stage, it appears unlikely we will have an AGM in 2021.  Phil 
Macer will continue on an ad hoc basis until we can get him formally co-opted to 
the Committee and then elected at an annual meeting.  My hearty thanks to him 
for stepping forward - another fine volunteer from the midst of our community - 
and one less blurb you have to read from yours truly every month! 
 

ENVIRONMENT  by  Phil Birch 
Winter readiness 
Like the rest of the country, no doubt you are finding yourself spending more 
time inside, particularly in your own home. This is especially so for those of us 
who just a short while ago, used to jump on a train or a bus every day to visit 
that once familiar place called ‘the office’. 
There are many benefits of working from home, but one negative will be the need 
to run the heating more than usual. This is not great for our pockets nor the 
planet. 
On 30th September, lost in all the other headlines, the Government announced 
the launch of the ‘Green Homes Grant’. This is a voucher of up to £5,000 towards 
the cost of installing energy-efficient improvements in your home (for low-income 
households receiving benefits up to £10,000 is available). The voucher will cover 
two-thirds of the cost of eligible improvements. It can be used to cover ‘primary’ 
measures (e.g. insulation or low carbon heat technology such as heat pumps) 
or ‘secondary’ measures (e.g. windows, doors and controls). To use the voucher 
for the secondary measure, you must install at least one primary measure. Plus, 
the amount you get towards the secondary measure cannot exceed the amount 
you get for primary measures: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/apply-for-the-
green-homes-grant-scheme. 
To apply for a voucher, you need to obtain a quote from a Green Homes Grant 
registered installer. The scheme will end on 31st March 2021, so there is not a 
vast amount of time left to do this. Many of the homes in Petts Wood were built 
in the 1930s. This means they are typically of solid brick construction with limited 
insulation. If you are interested in improving your home the Green Homes Grant 
is a bit of a ‘no-brainer’, not only will you save money, you will also reduce carbon 
emissions and make your home warmer and more comfortable. This will 
definitely be of help this coming winter. 
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MEMBERSHIP  by  Katrina Summerfield 
As you may be aware, the AGM in March usually agrees the amount for the 
annual subscription. Unfortunately, the AGM was unable to go ahead so no 
formal decision has been recorded but the proposal was for the subscription to 
remain at £4. The Committee have agreed to postpone collection of 
subscriptions for 2020 until next year when hopefully Covid-19 is not such a 
threat.  Please note that the subscription collection in 2021 may well be for 2 
years and therefore double the amount. 

 
After 6 years our Gazette Main Distributor, Stephen Martin has decided to stand 
down. We thank him for his dedication to keeping The Gazette in residents’ letter 
boxes through all weathers. He has passed over his meticulous organisation of 
this task to Diane Bush and we are very grateful for her volunteering for this role. 
From all on the PW&DRA Committee again our thanks to Stephen Martin, our 
outgoing Distributor for all his hard work in all weathers over the years and our 
new volunteer incoming, Distributor, Diane Bush. 
 

NATIONAL TRUST & WOODLANDS  by  Mel Wright 
Pond Wood – A Secluded Gem! 
Pond Wood on the Hawkwood Estate lies on a hillside, off the main track. 
Managed by the National Trust, it is a fascinating, secluded, lush corner of 
woodland with Ash, Hazel, rambling Holly and Bramble that is being carefully cut 
back to allow other important species to thrive.  The restoration by volunteers is 
opening up interesting long-forgotten paths and scrub, and there are now views 
from this elevated point across farmland.  The area is ably managed with 
considerable thought by National Trust Ranger, Sam Pettman, and volunteer 
Chris Well’s’ hard-working team.  They are collaboratively striving to make it 
more accessible for visitors to discover and enjoy the tranquillity of this hidden 
gem and for those interested in nature to see this relatively undisturbed site that  
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is thought to contain some rare species of plants and amphibian life within its 
depths.  The local habitat is partly wetland and the natural spring pond benefits 
from unusual geological conditions. Also, it has an interesting history, as Chris 
Wells explains: “During the early 19th Century the Hawkwood Estate was 
inherited by Sir Herbert Jenner-Fust, holder of one of the highest - and best 
paying - legal posts in the country: King’s Advocate-General. During his time 
Herbert redeveloped both the Hawkwood Mansion and its grounds. As part of 
that, he transformed a natural spring-fed muddy puddle into a walled-
in ornamental round Lily pond, accessible from the house via an avenue of Lime 
trees. Today, the old Hawkwood Mansion has gone, but most of the Lime avenue 
remains in the private gardens of the new Hawkwood House. The pond itself has 
rebelled, breaching its walls - though some fragments remain - to create a varied 
wetland habitat.” 
During Storm Ciara in the winter a whole new problem was created for the 
restoration project: two large trees - Beech and London Plane - dramatically 
crashed into the pond! Thanks to a generous donation by the Chislehurst Society 
these have now been removed from the pond by Contractors. They are laid to 
rest on the woodland floor to decompose and become a community home for 
thousands of species. Meanwhile, the restoration work in Pond Wood will 
continue. During my visit on the day of the trees’ removal and more recently, the 
pond is being transformed, opening up to welcome in new light.   

 
 
The Art of Coppicing 
Many years ago, the felled trees from woodlands at Petts Wood were famously 
used by the Royal Navy, Shipbuilding Yards like those at Deptford to build 
gunships during Samuel Pepys’ day in the 17th Century.  Today the art of 
coppicing trees has a very different role as a positive woodland management 
activity - helping to encourage and increase biodiversity.  At this time of year, 
the cutting back of trees may be resuming at the National Trust, Jubilee Country 
Park, Crofton and Sparrow Woods and Covet Woods.  The purpose of cutting 
back trees is to clear dense areas of woodland to allow light and space for the 
trees and other species to thrive.  In some instances, it may be necessary to fell 
trees, but this will only take place if trees are hazardous or dangerous.  Sam 
Pettman, Petts Wood & Hawkwood National Trust Ranger explains: 

Picture:  Pond Wood 
Clearance 
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“It is a long-standing woodland management technique, whereby certain 
broadleaved tree species are cut at ground level. 
• This doesn’t kill the trees; instead, they respond by producing vigorous 

growth which gives the distinctive multi-stemmed appearance of coppice 
trees. 

• Traditionally, this technique was used to sustainably harvest woodland 
materials, e.g. for building, fencing, firewood and more. 

• The coppice ‘stools’ can then be re-coppiced many times on a rotation and 
each time they will grow back.  Coppiced trees can survive for many more 
years in this form than single ‘maiden’ trees that haven’t been managed in 
this way. 

• Today, woodlands are still coppiced to produce wood products, e.g. Sweet 
Chestnut is still widely coppiced in Kent for fencing such as cleft post/rail and 
paling.  

• It is now also widely used as a conservation method as the young coppice 
stools provide home, shelter and food for a whole host of woodland wildlife, 
e.g. the Dormouse relies on Hazel coppice stools.  Also, the periodic opening 
of the woodland canopy floods the woodland floor with light, which in turn 
benefits many woodland flowers and other ground flora. 

It is just one method of woodland management we use at Petts Wood.  Two 
species of note are coppiced here:  1. Hazel, which is coppiced across Petts 
Wood and Hawkwood.  Recently we have used the Hazel material for stakes 
and binders, seen in the woven supports in our various hedge laying. 2.  Sweet 
Chestnut, of which we have a number of distinct coppice areas in Petts 
Wood.  Most of this is ‘overstood’ as it hasn’t been coppiced for decades and 
cannot justifiably be coppiced now, which is fine as they are some of our most 
fascinating and characterful trees.  There is a small amount of more recently 
coppiced Sweet Chestnut in the Edlmann Memorial Wood, which we will 
continue to  cut on a fifteen to twenty-year rotation.” 

Woodland Volunteers welcome 
Jane Andrews, Chair of Friends of Crofton & Sparrow Woods. has recently 
announced restarting their work groups at Crofton & Sparrow Woods and they 
are welcoming new volunteers to join them. They meet fortnightly at 10.00 a.m. 
in the car park (access from Eynsford Close).  Health and safety, and Covid-19 
prevention requirements will be explained.  If you are interested in volunteering, 
send an email to friendscroftonandsparrowwoods@gmail.com, and they will 
let you know what is involved and their meeting dates.  
Friends of Jubilee Country Park have a Conservation Work Party that meets 
on Monday mornings under the guidance of Edward Burgin, Community Ranger 
from idverde.  The main tasks involve cutting back of scrub at the edge of the 
meadows, and coppicing planned for November. If you are interested in giving it 
a go, contact The Friends of Jubilee Country Park on 07840 542261.    
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TRAFFIC AND PARKING  by David Boswell 
In case you were unaware BT is undertaking duct and cabling works throughout 
Petts Wood along our pavements and at times in the roads. These works will be 
continuing for the next couple of months, and from time to time, traffic control 
measures may be needed.  These BT works are for our benefit.   

The forthcoming roadworks that will have the most significant impact on Petts 
Wood motorists and those passing through Petts Wood will be on Tudor Way at 
the rail bridge.  Network Rail will be undertaking work to and around the bridge 
requiring temporary traffic signals and the temporary closure of Tudor Way.  
These works are planned to take place in three stages, the 16th to 20th and the 
28th to 30th November, and then the 5th to 7th December.   

If you are a frequent motorist or bus user of Crofton Road, be warned, roadworks 
are planned along this road from Orpington Station to Ormonde Avenue (towards 
Locksbottom) between now and April next year.  These roadworks are being 
undertaken to provide cycle lanes and more pedestrian crossings at Crofton 
Road.  As a reminder, at some point in our journeys, we are all pedestrians. 
While the roadworks are bad news in the short term for motorists, cyclists and 
bus users owing to delays, the works will be good news for cyclists.   Eventually, 
cyclists will be able to cycle along this safer route between the PRUH, 
Locksbottom, Darrick Wood Schools, and Orpington Station.  In due course, it is 
hoped that a safe cycle route can be provided between Petts Wood and the 
Locksbottom area.  Your Residents’ Association has put forward to the Council 
how this could be achieved at minimal cost and with minimal disruption.  

It is hard to believe that six months ago our roads were empty of traffic, how 
times have changed to the bad old days.  As traffic levels have increased, so, 
too, have the bad habits such as drivers not indicating their intentions before 
turning at junctions, using a handheld phone while driving, cutting in front of 
cyclists when turning left.  Please, drivers, have regard to all other road users, 
including cyclists and pedestrians, which was the principal purpose of the now-
closed public consultation regarding the forthcoming revisions to the Highway 
Code.  

Our car parks are looking like car parks again rather than bland areas of tarmac, 
our shopping areas are active again with pedestrians, and our residential roads 
are still being actively used by people taking exercise.  This brings me to my 
closing point, should you find an uneven pavement, a pothole or a defective 
street light, please do not hesitate to report it to the Council using the 
FixMyStreet website, details of which can be found at the bottom of the 
penultimate page of this Gazette.  If you are not a website user, then mention 
the problem to a family member, friend or neighbour who can then make the 
report on your behalf.  The reporting system really does work!    
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PETTS WOOD NEWS AND LOCAL EVENTS 
HEALTH AND HARMONY – FOR THOSE WITH PARKINSON’S OR OTHER 
MEDICAL CONDITIONS  by Sarah-Louise Ince  
This sociable group returns with two FREE sessions in November on 2nd and 
30th both at 2.30 p.m. 

The group offers gentle movement to music,  breathing exercises and, for those 
who feel comfortable, a sing-along to popular tunes.  

The sessions will be carried out with the usual socially distanced measures, 
sanitiser, one-way system etc.    

For more information please call Sarah on 07752 692040 or visit the website at: 
www.parkinsons-healthandharmony.org.  

We look forward to welcoming you. 
 
PETTS WOOD REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICE TO BE HELD WITHIN THE 
GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE AT FROM 10.45 A.M. ON SUNDAY 8TH 

NOVEMBER 2020  by J.A. Rosenbaum, Branch President, Petts Wood Royal British 
Legion 
Firstly, the Petts Wood Branch of the Royal British Legion would like to thank all 
the residents that attended last year’s Silence and Wreath Laying Ceremony in 
the Garden of Remembrance. I would also like to thank all residents who 
contributed to the 2019/20 Poppy Appeal. 

This year the Remembrance Day Service will be held within the Petts Wood 
Garden of Remembrance in the Memorial Gardens, where a reduced Service 
will be held, including the Traditional National Silence at 11.00 a.m. followed by 
a Wreath Laying Ceremony, led by the Mayor’s Representative. 
This year, due to COVID-19, there will NOT be a Parade nor Service in a Local 
Church.  All Organisations taking part will be notified of the relevant scenario for 
the Service to align with the Government Guidelines at the time. An area of the 
Garden will be cordoned off to allow for safe distancing and full sanitisation will 
be available for all participants taking place in the Ceremony.  All Wreaths and 
Remembrance Emblems will be fully sanitised prior to being distributed to both 
organisations and the community. 

Anyone wishing to lay a Wreath or Remembrance Emblem at the Garden in 
memory of any loved one is welcome to do so, following the Service.  Wreaths 
can be purchased through the Royal British Legion at the Branch Headquarters 
in Queensway. Remembrance Crosses, and other emblems will be available on 
the day at the Memorial Garden. 
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION, PETTS WOOD BRANCH – CANCELLATION OF 
AGM  by Ken Tracey, Branch Secretary 
The AGM of the Branch scheduled to be held on 24th November 2020 has been 
cancelled by the RBL. This is due to the government’s COVID-19 restrictions on 
the number of people allowed to gather.  

The RBL has made provision for the existing Branch Officers and Committee 
Members to remain in office for a further year. 

Branch Meetings are also cancelled until further notice.   

We are committed to keeping our members and the public safe during the 
pandemic.   
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COMMUNITY AUTUMN LEAF CLEAR – SATURDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 
FROM 10.00 A.M.   by Fr. Stephen Niechcial, Vicar, St Francis Church 
The leaf clear will be taking place at  St Francis Church, Greencourt Road. 

Parents and kids, if you appreciate and use our lovely green space, please come 
and help us clear the leaves and enjoy a socially distanced bacon/sausage bap 
and a cup of coffee! 
 
“FOLLOW THE STAR”  by Sarah Ince, St Francis of Assisi Church 
A family “Open Afternoon” event on Christmas Eve for the young and young at 
heart! This REPLACES our traditional Crib and Christingle service.  

Location:  St  Francis Church, Greencourt Road,  Petts Wood BR5 1QW. 
Time: Join us at any time between 3.00 p.m and 5.00 p.m. 
Approximate Duration:  20 minutes.  
Enjoy a Christmas journey with children’s quiz, visit the crib and light a candle, 
listen to prayers and readings, write a message on the Prayer Tree, enjoy live 
festive music and take home a Christingle-making gift for each child (includes 
treats!).  

For more information about this and services this Christmas, please visit 
www.stfrancispw.org.uk,   or email Sarah Ince (sarah.ince1@ntlworld. 
com). 
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Please Note:  Social distancing measures in place: Masks required for adults. 
Hand sanitiser on entry. One-way system and there may be a short wait during 
busy times. 
 
A CONCERT by Sarah Ince, St Francis of Assisi Church   
THE AWARD-WINNING BROMLEY BOY SINGERS, under the baton of 
Travis Baker, will be singing a selection of choral standards and festive 
favourites.  
Location:  St Francis Church, Greencourt Road,  Petts Wood BR5 1QW. 
Date/Time:  Saturday 12th December at 7.00 p.m.  
TICKETS £10.00 children FREE 
THIS IS A PRE-BOOKED EVENT ONLY.  TICKETS WILL NOT BE 
AVAILABLE ON THE DOOR! 
For further information and booking, please contact Sarah Ince 
- sarah.ince1@ntlworld.com or 07752 692040.  

This Concert will follow strict, socially distanced guidelines.  Please wear a face 
covering and follow the instructions given on entering the church.  

For more information: www.bromleyboysingers.org.uk or  
https://www.stfrancispw.org.uk/upcomingevents.htm 
 

LETTERS 
THE NEW RAILWAY BRIDGE IN PETTS WOOD  by David Rutnam 
I grew up in Petts Wood and my late Mother, Helen, was a member of the 
Association for nearly 60 years.   

Recently I made a nostalgic return to Petts Wood and I was reminded how lovely 
it is. However, I was not impressed with the new bridge over the railway. How 
am I supposed to watch the trains? 
 
BLITZ & BANANAS! – A LOCAL WARTIME DRAMA FILM  by Anna Littler 
Several years ago, many of you will have read about the locally made feature-
length film Blitz & Bananas!  (And many of you helped make it!)  

Much of the film was shot around Petts Wood - even in two original air raid 
shelters - thanks to an article in The Gazette!  Many of the children and adults 
in the film, as well as behind-the-scenes volunteers, were also from Petts Wood. 
It was an incredible experience involving 150 people from around the area, 
including Orpington Video and Film Makers.  
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The 80th Anniversary of the Blitz this autumn prompted new enquiries, and so 
we wanted to let you know that we do still have some copies of the DVD 
available.  

The film is based on wartime memories from local people and initiated by local 
theatre/filmmaker, reminiscence worker and family tree researcher, Anna Littler. 
The film stars popular TV actors, Brian Murphy and Linda Regan and the film 
was described by Downton Abbey’s Julian Fellowes as ‘an adorable film’! 

It is a heart-warming family drama in which 4–year old Bessie Smiley and 
her sisters decide to do ‘war work’ and secretly set about helping people 
who have lost everything during the Blitz. However, their ‘Secret 
Operation’ brings little Bessie face to face with the grumpiest old man in 
town (Brian Murphy).  Bessie’s wartime adventure leads to big decisions 
about evacuees, Prisoners of War and… a banana! 

The DVD costs £12 (plus £2 P&P per item). It can be bought on our website 
at: www.blitzandbananas.com/2014/03/dvd.  Or please send a cheque for 
£14 (payable to Anna Littler) with your request and address to:  Blitz & 
Bananas, 28 Gumping Rd, Orpington, BR5 1RX. 

Sales of the DVD raise funds for the Poppy Appeal and Great Ormond Street 
Hospital for children.  

The DVD makes a great Christmas present ~ for your Grandparents … Or 
your Grandchildren! 
Or you may like to watch it yourselves during this new partial lockdown and be 
inspired by its heart-warming, community-spirited message.  Why not give or 
lend a copy to your local care home to provide them with a new activity 
and help put smiles on faces again during these difficult times.  
Many thanks for all your support.  
 
PETTS WOOD LIBRARY  by Ciji Varughese, Library Manager, Petts Wood 
Library 
Petts Wood Library is now open from 10.00 a.m. to 5.00 p.m. on Monday, 
Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday, but is closed on Wednesday and 
Sunday. 

Most of our stock is now available for browsing, with a small restricted area for 
quarantining returned items.  All returned items are quarantined for 72 hours. 

We also have pre-selected, quarantined, bagged book bundles available for 
those who wish to grab and go! 
Sanitation stations and Covid-19 compliant procedures are in place to enable a 
safe visit to the Library. 
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In addition, we have bookable PCs and study spaces, printing, scanning and 
photocopying facilities, as well as food bags and garden waste stickers for sale. 
Currently, we are accepting card payments only. 

For customers who are unable to visit in person, Bromley offers a Home Library 
Service where you can receive regular items, including books and audio CDs, 
selected to suit your tastes. 

Please call the Library on 01689 821607 or email pettswood.library@gll.org 
for more information or any enquiries. 

PETTS WOOD BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
by Liz Johnston, Chair, Petts Wood Business Association 
 
We have had to completely rethink this year’s Christmas festivities in Petts 
Wood, but we were determined to do something to keep everyone’s spirits up in 
these difficult times. Instead of our usual Carnival and Christmas Market we will 
be gradually introducing Christmas over three weekends. With the approval of 
Bromley Council, we will be having our usual two illuminated Christmas trees 
and all of Petts Wood will be lit up on Saturday 28th November at some point 
during the afternoon. We hope you understand that we are unable to advertise 
times as we have to discourage any social media advertising and, therefore, 
crowds coming in to Petts Wood – the total opposite of previous years! 

The following weekend, on Saturday 5th December, there will be a Christmas 
Treasure Hunt for the local children, and we will be announcing shortly how to 
take part via the Business Association and Petts Wood Gossip Facebook pages. 
We are currently in discussion about what to plan for the weekend of Saturday 
12th December and we hope to have definite news next month. Rest assured 
that it is all being carefully thought out by the Committee with all the current 
restrictions in place and, for your assurance, it is all being endorsed by the Town 
Centre Manager at Bromley Council. 
 
NEWS FROM PETTS WOOD WAR MEMORIAL HALL TRUST 
AND GARDENS  by  Mike Ricketts 
 
The erratic and cruel nature of the Coronavirus has meant that, despite our best 
hopes, not everything at the Halls and in the Gardens has been able to return to 
normal. 

In the Halls, our cleaning regime, including tight record-keeping, is going well so 
far.  All the hirers are helpfully working with us to allow the necessary time to 
clean up as they finish their particular slot. 
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Most of our main regular hirers have returned, ranging from Petts Wood East 
Play School, to Taekwondo, Karate and Emmerson Dance, but some are 
planning to return later in the year or even in 2021.  There are still plenty of 
opportunities for one-off hirings, too, as I write.  And Taekwondo is holding a 
Halloween Camp over the autumn half-term. 

Sadly, though, our regular and very popular Coffee Mornings have fallen victim 
to the social distancing rules and limitation on numbers in any gathering, and 
after many years have, for now at least, come to an end.   A special vote of 
thanks must go to Carol Nolan for voluntarily running these events for so long, 
and also for supporting us with refreshments at our Annual General Meetings. 

Out in the Gardens, we are continuing with the necessary mowing, weeding and 
pruning to keep them in good order and, of course at this time of year, clearing 
the ground of fallen leaves and acorns! 

As we go to press, we know there will be some form of Remembrance Sunday 
event around the RBL War Memorial on 8th November, but, as yet, with the 
uncertainties caused by COVID-19, we do not yet know what form it will take 
(see page 31). 

Finally, we have been looking to boost the representation of our hirers at our 
future AGMs and give them more chance to help shape our future strategy.  So, 
we have invited our regular hirers to appoint someone within their organisation 
as a ‘Subscriber’ who can support the Trust at these meetings with their ideas 
and play a part in the election of the Management Committee. So far, the 
response has been very positive. 
 
 
 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Just to let you all know that due to Coronavirus, both the Diary: Weekly Events 
and the Diary: Single Events sections have been suspended until further notice. 
 

If you wish to submit any articles for the December 2020 edition of the 
Gazette, please send these to the Editor by the submission deadline of  

Monday 23rd November 2020 
Thank You 
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Contact your local Instructor for a Free Assessment.
Petts Wood Study Centre 020 8432 3414
Classes held at Kingsbury Hall, Christ Church,  
Tudor Way, Petts Wood, Orpington, BR5 1LH

Boost your 
child’s 

confidence

Highly skilled and 
talented florists with 
years of experience in 
the floristry business.

Belles Florist has been professionally run for 10 years with a 
range of love, passion and care for each individual floral design.

We cater for all occasions and offer free consultations.
211 Petts Wood Road, Petts Wood, Kent BR5 1LA
01689 872372 • www.bellesflorist.co.uk • info@bellesflorist.co.uk

Large selection of hardware and e-liquids 
from Malaysia, us and uk stocked

8 Chatsworth Parade, Queensway, Petts Wood, BR5 1DF

Telephone:
01689 820783

PETTS WOOD

BUSINESS
NETWORK
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
LONDON BOROUGH OF BROMLEY NEWS RELEASE - SUPPLIED BY 
COMMUNICATIONS EXECUTIVE, BROMLEY COUNCIL   

1 October 2020 
For immediate release 

Don’t wait to lose weight! Support and tools for ‘Better Health’ in Bromley  

Extra weight can make it harder for us to fight against COVID-19 and diseases 
like cancer and heart disease.  

Public Health Bromley wants residents to be connected with the support and 
tools available to help them have better health in Bromley and will be signposting 
to resources to seize this unique moment to help kick start residents’ quest for 
better health, to eat better and get active.  

COVID-19 has affected the whole country; for almost everyone, life has had to 
change fundamentally. But it has also prompted many people to reflect and think 
more seriously about their health. Many have been surprised by how they have 
been able to change their behaviour through lockdown to make and sustain 
changes to their lives. Now, Public Health Bromley wants to encourage people 
in their journey towards having better health.  

The Better Health campaign starts by supporting residents on their weight loss 
journey, but, later, will also provide advice and support for quitting smoking, 
drinking less and looking after mental health.  

Nearly two thirds (63%) of adults in the UK are overweight or living with obesity. 
Gaining weight is often a gradual process that takes place over a number of 
years and modern life doesn’t always make it easy. But this extra weight causes 
pressure to build up around vital organs, making it harder for the body to fight 
against diseases like cancer, heart disease and now COVID-19.  By reducing 
weight within a healthy range, you can help cut your risk of being critically ill with 
COVID-19.  

To support people to live healthier lives, the brand-new Better Health webpage 
will be available from www.bromley.gov.uk/health.  Dr Nada Lemic, Director 
of Public Health for Bromley, said: “It is a matter of record that carrying extra 
weight has a detrimental effect on health and this has been brought into sharp 
focus by COVID-19. There has never been a better time to take steps towards 
better health and the tools to help are available to everyone through the new 
website. Please take this seriously and have a look at what you can do to 
improve your health now, one step at a time.” 
  
ENDS 
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LONDON BOROUGH OF BROMLEY NEWS RELEASE - SUPPLIED BY 
COMMUNICATIONS EXECUTIVE, BROMLEY COUNCIL   
 

16 October 2020  
 

Consultation about extending alcohol-free control zones underway 
The public, including residents, key stakeholders and other interested parties 
are invited to express their views regarding drinking in a public place until 27 
November 2020. 

The wide-ranging consultation includes proposals to extend the alcohol-free 
zones across the borough, including in parks.  The proposal would also see 
psychoactive substances included, alongside alcohol in the refreshed orders to 
help deal with problems associated with nitrous oxide or synthetic marijuana use. 

Councillor Pauline Tunnicliffe Chairman, General Purposes and Licensing 
Committee said “This is an opportunity to have your say. The proposals would 
not stop drinking where there is a licensed premises, but we are looking to help 
prevent anti-social behaviour which is associated with drinking and support the 
police. Likewise, it would also help the police tackle the latest craze of using 
nitrous oxide in balloons and the anti-social behaviour that comes with this. 
Alcohol exclusion zones already exist in some of our town centres and by 
extending the zone to cover the whole borough, this will be more easily 
understood. Banning alcohol in this way from public places, including parks and 
open spaces, will also send a message that anti-social behaviour is not 
acceptable. Your opinion is welcome and anyone who wants to express their 
view should respond to our consultation 
at www.bromley.gov.uk/consultation by 27 November.” 

Currently, the alcohol-free control zones, part of the existing Public Space 
Protection Orders (PSPO) allows a police officer to seize alcohol if a person who 
is found drinking is acting in an anti-social manner. A fine may also be imposed. 
Under the new proposals, all of the borough will be included in PSPOs instead 
of a few individual areas. The police will still be able to seize alcohol and a fine 
may also be issued. 
Interested parties have until 27 November 2020 to view and respond to the 
consultation on the Council’s website by 
visiting www.bromley.gov.uk/consultation. 

The scope of consultation follows agreement at the council’s General Purposes 
and Licensing Committee on 30 September. 
 

 ENDS 
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LOCAL MPs, LOCAL ASSEMBLY MEMBER, LOCAL 

COUNCILLORS, POLICE, BIGGIN HILL, AND 
FIXMYSTREET WEBSITE 

  
GARETH BACON - MP FOR ORPINGTON  
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA  

gareth.bacon.mp@parliament.uk 
 

GARETH BACON - ASSEMBLY MEMBER FOR BEXLEY & BROMLEY 
(until May 2021) 

City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
gareth.bacon@london.gov.uk  

 
SIR ROBERT NEILL – MP FOR BROMLEY AND CHISLEHURST 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 
bob.neill.mp@parliament.uk 

COUNCILLORS for PETTS WOOD & KNOLL WARD 
c/o Members Room, Bromley Civic Centre, Stockwell Close, 

Bromley, BR1 3UH 
Councillor Simon Fawthrop simon.fawthrop@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Keith Onslow  keith.onslow@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Tony Owen tony.owen@bromley.gov.uk  

COUNCILLORS for CRAY VALLEY WEST WARD 
Councillor Judi Ellis  judith.ellis@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Colin Hitchins colin.hitchins@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Gary Stevens gary.stevens@bromley.gov.uk 

 
 POLICE CONTACT DETAILS 

LOCAL TEAM: 0208 721 2609 
NON-URGENT MATTERS:  101 
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  999 

 
BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT CONTACT DETAILS 

TRAFFIC NOISE:  01959 578580 
 

TO REPORT LOCAL PROBLEMS SUCH AS BROKEN PAVING 
STONES, STREET LIGHTING FAULTS, FLY- TIPPING OR 

GRAFFITI, GO TO WEBSITE:  www.fixmystreet.com 
 
  

     
 



 

The Association was founded in 1929 to preserve and develop the 
amenities of the district and to promote an active interest in local 
government. It is strictly non-party and non-sectarian, and our constitution 
is available from the Secretary. Membership is circa 3,200 households 
and the subscription is £4. 
www.pettswood.org.uk www.facebook.com/YourPettsWood 

 OFFICERS  
Chairman John Powell, MBE chairman@pettswood.org.uk 
Vice-Chair/Planning Andrea Stevens andreas@pettswood.org.uk 
Treasurer & Advertising Susan Radford susanr@pettswood.org.uk 
Secretary Janet Guntrip janetg@pettswood.org.uk 

COMMITTEE 
Community Liaison Brian Eaton brian@pettswood.org.uk 
Crime & Policing   
Education Rane Ranasinghe raner@pettswood.org.uk 
Environment 
Health 

Phil Birch 
Elizabeth Strachan 

philb@pettswood.org.uk 
elizabeths@pettswood.org.uk 

Membership Secretary Katrina Summerfield membership@pettswood.org.uk 
  National Trust 
      and Woodlands 

Mel Wright melwillwright@gmail.com 

Public Transport*   
Traffic/Parking David Boswell d.boswell2011@btinternet.com 
Committee Member 
Committee Member 

Deborrah Baker 
Graham Knight-Zhang 

deborrah@pettswood.org.uk 
graham@pettswood.org.uk 

ASSOCIATES 
Diary Chris Levey clevey@pettswood.org.uk 
Gazette Editor Marian Smith editor@pettswood.org.uk 
Main Distributor Diane Bush  
Website Ian Smith webmaster@pettswood.org.uk 
Cover Artwork Colin Earl earl@cartoonworld.org 
Letters 30 Birchwood Rd BR5 1NZ 
Gazette Printer Conquest Litho Ltd info@conquestlitho.co.uk 
This month’s cover Wood Ride  

LIFE MEMBERS 

 
 

 
*Alan Bodley (to be co-opted to the Committee in due course), bizzy@bodley20.plus.com 

Mr R.J. Barber ~ Mrs V.M.E. Cannon ~ Mr C. Earl ~ Mr C.J. Harris ~ Mr C.R. House ~ Mrs B.M. Martin 
~ Mr K. Short ~ Mr P. Stanley ~ Mrs J. Towers ~ Mr P.C. Varley ~ Mr P. Waymark ~ Mr P.J. Webb  ~  
Mr R.A. Wheeler ~ Mrs A. Willatt ~ Mr S.M. Wood 

DISCLAIMER 
The Petts Wood and District Residents’ Association accepts no responsibility for the content of any 
advertisement published in The Gazette or on our notice board. Readers should note that the inclusion of 
any advertisement in no way implies approval or recommendation of either the terms of any offer 
contained therein or of the advertiser by the Petts Wood and District Residents’ Association. The 
Association also accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions in publishing the dates, times and 
details of local events, nor for any problems arising out of those errors or omissions. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Petts Wood Gazette are their own and are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Petts Wood and District Residents’ Association. 


