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ASSOCIATION NOTICES 

A WORD FROM OUR CHAIRMAN 
So, as we adapt to what is the new ‘normal’ - at least for the time being - life 
goes on in various ways, yet I think most of us will by now have developed a 
slightly different perspective on life. By the time you read this, when shopping 
we will all look like either surgeons or bank robbers, and the efforts of so many 
of our local businesses to operate in a ‘Covid-secure’ way should be well 
established. I have been a little bemused by the difference in approach by some 
of our supermarkets, with one well-known chain abandoning all but the basic 
social distancing in-store, while others insist on the established ‘one-in, one-
out’ routine. Either way, we owe it to each other to carry on with the utmost 
caution, so the chances of beating this thing before any second wave is allowed 
to bite are optimised. The transport system seems to be attracting a reasonable 
level of compliance with the mandatory wearing of masks - I have yet to see 
anyone on a bus without one. Still, I have seen several people boarding trains 
at Petts Wood minus any face covering. Come on, folks - if that is you? For the 
vast majority who are complying - who can come up with the most original or 
attractive design on a personal mask? Send me an image, and I will announce 
the winner in a future issue! Finally, on virus issues, my daughters’ school have 
declared that, with effect from September, no books will be used in their 
education and everything will be online with each pupil being provided with a 
Chromebook for homework and study. No reading books, no homework books. 
If this becomes anywhere near a universal policy, the consequences for libraries, 
book shops, and media that goes back centuries will surely be in grave danger 
of ultimate extinction!  

Meanwhile, your Committee carries on operating almost entirely virtually. 
However, we are hoping that this Gazette might hit the streets in hard copy form 
in September if we can amass sufficient Road Stewards. Understandably some 
being on the vulnerable or shielded list are reluctant to return. So, we are in 
urgent need of new volunteers willing to deliver our monthly publication to 
various street rounds. If you feel you might be able to help, please do contact 
our Membership Secretary as soon as you can. 

We are also in need of a Crime and Policing portfolio holder after the sudden 
and tragic passing of the previous incumbent Derek Marrable.  This is possibly 
one of the most interesting areas to cover but does not involve very much.  You 
would be the point of contact for the Committee with the local Police, hopefully, 
obtain up-to-date news from local Officers for the monthly Gazette and attend 
as many of our monthly Committee meetings as you can.  By contacting myself 
or any Committee member for an informal chat you would be committing to 
nothing, so please give it some thought.  Petts Woodians historically have  
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stepped up to the plate in times of need – let us hope the prompt filling of these 
positions reflect that again. 

It is with some annoyance that I return to the subject of car crime yet again this 
month, with two shady characters having visited my environs in the early hours 
of the day that I am typing this missive. They are caught on CCTV accessing my 
wife’s car - mercifully leaving it in situ, and then going on up the road trying car 
door handles and wandering down private drives. There cannot be a clearer 
signal that thieves are around. This was just before 2.00 a.m. in the dead of 
night, but these guys will have been seen at some stage by a passing motorist 
or anyone at all who was also out and about at that hour. If you see anything or 
anyone suspicious, especially at night - call the Police immediately. Crime 
figures quoted elsewhere in this Gazette do not include attempts, and on my 
CCTV there were at least three offences of ‘attempt’ which will never hit the 
crime books, and that is only a two-minute snapshot of one Petts Wood street 
on one night!  

Despite the pandemic, our transport system carries on, as does the disruption 
due to stated ‘essential’ maintenance. By the time you read this, it is hoped that 
the closure of several local stations will have concluded, and things will be back 
to normal. Lines through Hither Green were to be closed for nine days into the 
beginning of this month to allow for new signalling systems to be installed. This 
will doubtless have added pressure on other stations including Petts Wood, 
Orpington and Bickley, so I hope this has not had an adverse effect on people’s 
ability to comply with the rules of mask-wearing and social distancing. This said 
we could be comforted by news filtering out that suggests the entire Borough of 
Bromley is beginning to see seven-day periods or longer without a single case 
of Covid-19 being reported. That is a huge slice of London and is great news 
overall, and a cautious compliment to all of us for doing what we have been told 
since lockdown measures were introduced. Well done, and long may this 
continue. 

JOHN V. POWELL, MBE 
 

CRIME AND POLICING   by  John Powell, MBE 
 
It was 1.47 a.m., and two casually dressed men wandered up the street, taking 
a rather intense interest in local property. Suddenly they stop and access a BMW 
parked in the street, removing some coins from the centre console and 
wandering nonchalantly off.  A few yards further up the road, they casually try 
various car door handles, frustrated at most of them being locked, so they decide 
to go one step further and begin walking down driveways to see if there are any 
easy pickings nearer the house. Crime statistics have mercifully fallen through  
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the floor since lockdown, although now we are told they are on their way back 
up. The point is, for all these offences - and trying a car door handle is an 
attempt, and therefore a crime - only one will be recorded (the access to the 
BMW).  So, do not always be fooled by the figures.  They make reasonable 
reading at the moment, but that does not mean that we can be any less vigilant, 
let alone relax any prevention or security measures we have wrapped around 
our property - or our own vigilance. 

Over the past couple of months (June/July) I am told there have been recorded 
two residential burglaries (consider how many other attempts there may have 
been before each of these!), and two commercial burglaries. There were also 
four other break-ins to two local churches (twice at each site).  Five vehicles 
have been stolen with two recovered, and one cycle theft.    One of the vehicles 
taken will have belonged to my neighbour’s daughter whose BMW was taken 
from her drive in the midst of the night, but circumstances led to the car being 
abandoned just up the road.  There has been one recorded theft of number 
plates (I cannot think what they were for, can you!) and six recorded thefts of 
property from motor vehicles.  One attempted theft of a vehicle was also 
recorded, along with one report of fraud and four shoplifting incidents.  The 
suggested average crime rate of around two to three offences recorded per week 
is, in the humble opinion of the writer, way off reality. This will be that a number 
of attempts will not even have been detected, or victims have decided not to 
report an incident because they feel the Police cannot or will not do anything 
about it.  Well I have news for you - if you do not report incidents they CANNOT 
do anything about it.  If they do not know things are going on, they WILL NOT 
do anything about it.  We MUST report incidents, or we will all be lulled into a 
false sense of security and open our doors to criminals who will be getting away 
scot-free - just saying! 

STOP PRESS: As the layout of your Gazette is being prepared, we learned from 
local Police that two men of Eastern European appearance were arrested in the 
early hours of the morning in Grosvenor Road. Both were seen entering a vehicle 
and, when searched, were found to have in their possession an electronic device 
that can be used to capture remote car key signals. Upon a further search of the 
vehicle that they were travelling in, a set of number plates were found. The 
investigation is ongoing. 
 

The following planning application has been decided: 
Villa May Lakeswood Road 19/05118/FULL1 – Permission has been granted 
for a two storey side extension, a single storey rear extension, and conversion 
to form 5 flats (3x1 bedroom and 2x2 bedroom) with associated car parking, 
refuse/cycle storage, amenity areas and landscaping, and widening of existing 
vehicular access. 

PLANNING NEWS  by Andrea Stevens 
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Appeal 
The following appeal has been decided: 

2 Woodland Way 19/03259/FULL1 – An appeal has been allowed against 
refusal permission for this property. This was a developer application and 
included the demolition of the existing house and the erection of two detached 
houses on the plot with associated access, parking and landscaping. This was 
the fourth application, and also the fourth appeal, for this property. The first 
application to build a house in the side garden was submitted in 2015 and 
dismissed on appeal in 2016. The second and third applications for the 
demolition of the existing house and its replacement with a block of seven flats 
and six flats were submitted in August 2017. Both applications were dismissed 
on appeal in September 2018. 
 

PUBLIC TRANSPORT  by  Alan Bodley 
 
IT IS COMPULSORY TO WEAR A FACE COVERING WHEN TRAVELLING 

ON ALL PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
SOUTHEASTERN   
Southeastern is operating with 2 different timetables. A new ‘normal’ timetable 
has been introduced on 17th May until 12th December for all services and is 
currently only valid at weekends. Another emergency timetable has been 
introduced for weekday services from 6th July; this could change again or revert 
to the 17th May timetable at any time. Weekday services are running every half 
hour from Petts Wood to Victoria, Charing Cross and Cannon Street, with some 
additional peak time services to and from Charing Cross. 

THAMESLINK 
There are some peak hour trains in both directions to and from Blackfriars via 
Catford. The Network Rail Journey Planner now shows full weekday services 
commencing on Monday 7th September though this information may not be 
reliable. 

Planned Network Rail weekend engineering work affecting our local 
Southeastern Railway and Thameslink services during August is as follows: 

Date 
Sat. 1 & Sun.  2 
& Sat. 8 
 
 
 
 
Sun. 9 

Section 
Buses replace trains between Orpington & Lewisham. 
Victoria – Orpington service running normally and 

extended to Tonbridge. 
Trains running between Orpington and Charing Cross 

via different route.  For this service go to 
Orpington, either by train or bus from Petts Wood. 

Buses replace trains between Sevenoaks and both 
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Sun. 16 
 
Sat. 22 
 
Sun. 23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sat. 29 & Mon. 31 
 
 

      Paddock Wood and Wadhurst. 
No trains serving Lewisham.  Use local bus 273 from 

Hither Green Station and return. 
Buses replace trains between Sevenoaks and 

Tonbridge. 
Buses replace trains between Orpington and 

Tonbridge.  No trains between Shortlands and 
Brixton via Herne Hill. 

      Orpington – Victoria services diverted and 
stopping at Denmark Hill. 

      Replacement buses will serve stations between 
Beckenham Junction and Herne Hill (incl.) but not 
Brixton. 

No trains between Shortlands and Nunhead. 
      Replacement buses will run between Herne Hill 

and Bromley South serving stations on the Catford 
line. 

TRANSPORT for LONDON 

Buses: 
Local bus routes 208 and R3 are being diverted via Spur Road and Court Road 
avoiding Orpington High Street, from Monday 3rd to Thursday 6th August. 

London Overground/TfL Rail/London Tram: 
There are no Overground trains to New Cross. Walk to New Cross Gate (700 
metres) to join Overground services from there. Network Rail Journey Planner 
shows trains from New Cross running again from Saturday 15th August, though 
this information may not be reliable. Service frequencies on all lines are now 
‘near normal’.  

Underground: 
Underground services were reduced overall by around 28% at the time of this 
article.  Services frequencies are likely to improve during August, as emergency 
measures are eased further.  The Waterloo & City line is still suspended, no 
information on reopening is yet available.  

Fifteen Underground stations are still closed.  Southwark is open again from 7.00 
a.m. to 7.00 p.m. thus allowing some connections at Waterloo East again.  There 
are no night services. 

As of 20thJuly TfL were planning engineering works during August on lines 
shown below. These may change at short notice, please check just before you 
travel. 
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13 
 
 

 
TfL Line closures 

Date 
Sat. 8 & Sun. 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sat. 15 & Sun. 16  
 
 
 
 
Mon. 17 to Mon. 31 
 
Sat. 22 and Sun. 23 
 
 
Sun. 23 
 
 
Fri. 28 & Mon. 31 
Sat. 29 & Sun. 30 
Sat. 29 & Mon. 31 
 
 
 

Line 
Circle – Entire Line. 
District – South Kensington to East Ham. 
Hammersmith & City – Baker Street to Barking. 
Metropolitan – Baker Street to Aldgate. 
London Overground – Highbury & Islington to 

Clapham Junction, Crystal Palace and West 
Croydon.  

District – Tower Hill to Dagenham East. 
Hammersmith & City – Hammersmith to Barking. 
London Overground – Highbury & Islington to 

Clapham Junction, Crystal Palace, New Cross 
and West Croydon. 

London Trams – Church Street to Wandle Park.  
Wandle Park to Centrale. 

District – Tower Hill to West Ham. 
Hammersmith & City – Hammersmith to Barking. 
London Trams – Beckenham Junction to Sandilands. 
London Overground – Highbury & Islington to 

Clapham Junction, Crystal Palace and West 
Croydon. 

London Trams – Beckenham Junction to Sandilands. 
Northern – Moorgate to Kennington. 
District – Tower Hill to West Ham. 
Hammersmith & City – Hammersmith to Barking. 
London Overground – Highbury & Islington to 
     Clapham Junction, Crystal Palace and West 
     Croydon.       

This and more information on planned engineering works can be found on the 
following links: 

Network Rail:  https:/www.nationalrail.co.uk/service_disruptions/ 
currentAndFuture.aspx 

Transport for London (TfL):  https://tfl.gov.uk 
 

COMMUNITY LIAISON  by Brian Eaton 
 
As things stand Free TV Licences for the over 75s are to end on 31st July, and 
people over 75 will have to pay for them from 1st August unless they are in 
receipt of Pension Credit. When this was first announced earlier in the year,  
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there was an upsurge in people over pensionable age making a claim for 
Pension Credit. As it is with Attendance Allowance, there are people over 
retirement age who could be entitled to these benefits but not knowing about 
them, so hence not claiming. This article concentrates on Pension Credit. 

Pension Credit comes in two parts: 

There is the Guarantee Credit that tops up your weekly income to a guaranteed 
minimum level - £173.75 if you are single or £265.20 if you are a couple. 

There is the Savings Credit which is extra money if you have got some savings 
or your income is higher than the basic State Pension. It is only available to 
people that reached State Pension age before 6th April 2016. You could get up 
to £13.97 extra per week if you are single or £15.62 if you are a couple. 

Pension Credit can help you get other benefits. If you are eligible, Pension Credit 
will not only give you extra income; it could also help you to get other benefits 
too. These include help with your Council tax, rent (if a tenant) or mortgage, 
ground rent and service charges if you own your home, free NHS dental 
treatment and help towards the cost of glasses and travel to the hospital. It can 
also include a Cold Weather payment of £25 depending on the temperature.   

If you are a Carer, you may get an additional amount which is known as Carer 
Premium; it can be called Carer Addition if it is paid with Pension Credit. This is 
worth up to £36.85 a week. If you are over 75, as stated earlier, you will get a 
free TV Licence.  

If you think there is the possibility that you could be eligible, you should apply, 
you have nothing to lose by doing so. If you are successful in your claim, it will 
be well worth it for you. If you have previously applied and been turned down, it 
is always worth making a new claim each year. This is because benefits rates 
change every year, as can your finances. 

Some people do not apply for Pension Credit because they do not believe they 
are eligible. Even if you own your home, you may still qualify for Pension Credit. 
Nearly 9 out of 10 claims are successful, and 2.5 million households across the 
UK receive Pension Credit. 

You may be eligible for the Guarantee Credit if you have reached State Pension 
age. It is now the same for men and women and is gradually increasing to reach 
66 by October 2020. If you are not sure of your state pension age, you can check 
your qualifying age using the Government’s state pension age calculator on their 
website:  www.gov.uk/state-pension-age. 

If you are at an eligible age, you can claim Guarantee Credit if your weekly 
income is less than £173.75 if you are single, or £265.20 if you are a couple. 
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If you are of eligible age, but your weekly income is higher than the figures 
quoted above, you may still claim Guarantee Credit if you have a severe 
disability, you are a Carer, or you have to pay housing costs such as a mortgage. 

To be eligible for the Savings Credit element of Pension Credit, only people who 
have reached State Pension age before 6th April 2016 may be eligible. There is 
no savings limit for Pension Credit, but if you have over £10,000, this will affect 
how much you receive. If you think you there is a possibility you may be eligible, 
then call the Pension Credit claim line on 0800 99 1234 (textphone: 0800 169 
0133). They will fill in the application for you over the telephone. It will be quicker 
when you contact them if you have to hand your National Insurance number, 
your bank account details, information about your income, savings and 
investments, information about your pension (if you have one), details of any 
housing costs (such as a mortgage, interest payments, service charges) and 
your partner’s details (if you have a partner). 

You can also claim online at www.gov.uk/pension-credit/how-to-claim if 
there are no children or young people included in your claim and you already 
claim your State Pension. 

You can get advice and support from Age UK on Pension Credit or any other 
benefits for people of retirement age. Their free advice line on 0800 678 1602. 
Lines are open 8.00 a.m. to 7.00 p.m. 365 days a year. You can also contact 
your local Age UK office which for Petts Wood residents is 0208 315 1850.  
 

DON’T BE A VICTIM  by  John Powell, MBE 
 
This month, to underline what I have reported in earlier issues, I quote a real-life 
scam attempt recently targeting a Petts Wood resident: 

The telephone rings... 
"Good morning, I'm calling from the NHS Track and Trace service. According to 
our system, you are likely to have been in close proximity to someone who has 
tested positive for COVID-19. This means that you now need to self-isolate for 
seven days and take a COVID-19 test." 
"OK.  Can you tell me who that person was?" 
"I'm not able to tell you that. That is confidential information." 
"Right. Um... so ...." 
"But you do need to be tested within the next 72 hours. So, can I just get the 
best mailing address so that we can send a kit to you?" 
"OK" (gives address). 
"Thank you - and I just need to take a payment card so that we can finalise this 
and send the kit to you." 
"Sorry - a payment card?  I thought this was all free?” 
 



 At our practice we help people of all ages: from newborns to the elderly,  
pregnant women, athletes, office workers and many more.

To find out how we can help you and your family, don’t hesitate to contact us. 
We’d be happy to answer any questions.

01689 879 292 • 197 Petts Wood Road  • VitalFamilyChiropractic.co.uk 
christine@VitalFamilyChiropractic.co.uk

Chiropractic is for everyone!
Looking after your spine is essential for 

your overall health and wellbeing.

House Office Carpet

www.ikocleaningservice.co.uk
enquires@ikocleaningservice.co.uk

01689451343 / 07934372162
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"No - I'm afraid not. There is a one-off fee of £50 for the kit and test results.  
Could you read off the long card number for me, please, when you're ready." 
"No - that's not right.  This is part of the NHS, so there's no charge." 
"I'm afraid there is. Can you give me the card number please - this is very 
important, and there are penalties for not complying?” 

Resident terminates the call. 

Can you imagine how many people would have been taken in by this caller - 
especially the elderly? Stay alert, control the virus, save your hard-earned cash! 
 

EDUCATION  by Rane Ranasinghe 
 
On this subject, I await confirmation from St James RC Primary School for 
permission to publish an article written by Philomena Lennon (first Headteacher) 
on the 50th Anniversary of the school. So, remember to watch this space for this 
very interesting and informative article that perhaps may need to be split over a 
few future Gazette editions. 

However, not related to Education in the school sense, but beneficial information   
nonetheless is an article entitled ‘Suspected Side Effects of Medication’.  This 
information is included at the back of this edition in the ‘Important 
Information’ section. 

ENVIRONMENT  by Phil Birch 
Even though many of you reading this article may disagree, the more insects 
there are, the merrier! They play a vital role in pollinating plants, dispersing 
seeds, maintaining soil quality and structure, and provide a major food source 
for larger animals. Without them, the human race could not survive. The health 
of insect populations is a good measure of the overall health of a terrestrial 
ecosystem. Unfortunately, in lots of areas, home and abroad, biodiversity is 
being negatively impacted by human activity, and without targeted action, it 
could spell big problems.  

Now for some more positive news, this year we have actually seen an increase 
in many insect populations. There are several factors believed to have 
contributed to this, such as the warm, dry spring weather; a reduction in air 
pollution; and lockdown restrictions reducing activities such as mowing of 
roadside verges. While this is good news in the sense that it shows that negative 
human impact on the planet can be reversed, it should be celebrated with 
caution. Many insect populations are fragile, and any recent gains can quickly 
be undone. This is where you come in; it is beneficial to track the movement of 
species and their numbers. There are lots of surveys out there for recording   
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sightings. The Big Butterfly Count is an annual survey (17th July – 9th 
August) http://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/,  (mentioned 
later in the National Trust and Woodlands section of this edition of the  Gazette) 
whereas surveys for Stag Beetles are ongoing https://ptes.org/ 
campaigns/stag-beetles-2/. There are others for bees, moths and all sorts of 
our insect friends. If you have got a spare 5 minutes it is worth tracking what you 
see; you may even find it insecteresting! 
 

MEMBERSHIP  by  Katrina Summerfield 
 
We are always looking for more volunteers to help deliver the Gazettes, 
especially as some of our regular volunteers are isolating at the current time.  

• Volunteer Distributor - to box up the appropriate number of Gazettes and 
deliver to the Road Stewards home address. 

• Volunteer Road Stewards - to deliver a Gazette through the door of each 
member in their area. Once a year the Road Steward also collects the 
subscription. 

Please contact membership@pettswood.org.uk if you are interested, or want 
more details. 
 

NATIONAL TRUST AND WOODLANDS  by  Mel Wright 
Purple Emperor Butterfly (Apatura Iris) 
You may have seen at Jubilee Country Park, notices about ‘The Return of the 
Purple Emperor’! This beautifully patterned butterfly flies high in the treetops of 
woodlands. It was thought to be extinct in the late eighties, but there have been 
sightings recorded from the south of Bromley Borough. Please keep a lookout 
for them before noon during August when the males should have already started 
descending from tall Ash or Oak trees to seek food from which they obtain vital 
mineral nutrients. New records about this species are crucial to enable the 
protection of any breeding colonies. So, if you are lucky enough to spot any 
Emperors inform Bromley Biodiversity Partnership 
– bromleybiodiversity@gmail.com.  It would be helpful to give the date, place, 
postcode or grid map reference number and a photo! For images 
see: https://butterfly-conservation.org/butterlies/purple-emperor. 

For those of you that have an interest in the butterfly population and the 
importance of these insects on conservation and the environment, the UK-wide 
Butterfly’s Conservation annual ‘Big Butterfly Count’ started on Friday 17th July 
and finishes on Sunday 9th August. If you do wish to get involved, go to the 
website: https://bigbutterflycount.butterfly-conservation.org/.  On this 
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website, you will find all the information about the different types of butterflies 
and the importance of completing this survey and recording the information 
online by as many people as possible.   

Oak Processionary Moth (OPM) 
Most definitely not a welcome visitor to our woodlands is the Oak 
Processionary Moth (OPM). A fascinating phenomenon of the nose to tail 
groups of caterpillars that infest Oak trees. For more information, go to the 
Forestry Commission website:  https://forestry.gov/ 
oakprocessionarymoth.    

Sam Pettman, our resident National Trust Ranger, gives the following 
update: “The OPM season is drawing to a close as the caterpillars pupate into 
moths. It’s the caterpillars and their nests that we’re vigilant for through spring 
and early summer, as they’re the source of potentially irritant hairs. Oak 
Processionary Moth was observed for the third consecutive year at Petts Wood. 
The caterpillars of this moth create distinctive white nests on Oak trees through 
spring and early summer. These should not be disturbed as hairs from the 
caterpillars can be a skin irritant of concern. Of concern also is the potential 
defoliation of Oaks by the caterpillars. Contractors have attended to remove low-
level priority nests.”  

Pond Wood 
A piece of good news is that the National Trust (NT) has been successful in 
securing a significant grant from the Chislehurst Society that will enable the NT 
to tidy the damage from Storm Ciara at Pond Wood. The crowns of the two 
severely damaged trees currently reside in the pond, and it is a significant project 
to remove them. The grant allows the NT to arrange the work with contractors 
for September and carefully remove and tidy the fallen crowns, as well as carry 
out a little planned tree work elsewhere on the pond margins. Sam Pettman 
said, “I’m so pleased that they’ve agreed to work with us on this as we’d made 
such good progress with the new volunteer team there”.  
 

 
 
  

Image:  Pond Wood. 
Courtesy of Mel Wright 
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TRAFFIC AND PARKING  by David Boswell 
 
As we are being released from lockdown, more of us are using our cars, while 
relatively few of us are using trains and buses as we did in the pre-lockdown era. 
Our car parks remain little used, so how are we going about our daily business? 
I see many more people walking and cycling, whether for business or pleasure 
I do not know; but what I do know is that the cycle lane on Southborough Lane 
leading from the Harvester to the Library is now regularly used throughout the 
day. Unfortunately, though, once a cyclist has passed the Library and needs to 
head towards Orpington, via the signed cycle route, or Petts Wood Road, the 
obvious way to cross the railway line is to use the level footbridge.  This is where 
there is a problem. The footbridge is a designated footpath, meaning it is for the 
sole use of pedestrians. Some people do not realise this, and this not only 
applies to cyclists but horse riders.  The other day when using the footbridge, I 
noticed a pile of fresh horse dung deposited on the bridge. You too may also 
have had to make a wide berth to miss it.  While there are ‘No Cycling’ signs at 
both ends of the footbridge, these are not prominently displayed to everyone 
approaching the footbridge, and to anyone using the footbridge from the service 
road behind Queensway, there is no ‘No Cycling’ sign. So as a cyclist, do not 
feel that you are being singled out when cycling over the footbridge and breaking 
the law, horses are also breaking the law. Our Ward Councillors are aware of 
the problem of cyclists cycling over the footbridge, so watch this space to see 
what action the Council or Police will be taking. 

Thames Water is now preparing to undertake surveys of Queensway and 
Frankswood Avenue as part of the pre-planning for the replacement water main. 
If you see people in fluorescent yellow or orange jackets looking down at the 
road with great interest, they could be the very people who are planning the route 
of the new water main. More news on this will follow in next month’s edition of 
the Gazette. 
 

LETTERS 
 
LIBRARY NEWS AND CHANGE OF ROLE AND LOCATION  by Jenny Hawke, 
Children’s Librarian, Orpington Library 
Firstly, I just wanted to let you know about the libraries that are gradually 
reopening.  Six libraries (not Petts Wood yet) opened last Monday (6th July) in 
Bromley with a limited service and reduced opening hours; however, we are 
open, which is  good.  Please see the links which will give you more information: 
https://www. better.org.uk/coronavirus/libraries-safety  and more specific 
details  regarding Bromley Libraries here:  https://www.better.org.uk/library/ 
london/bromley/news/library-services-reopening-in-bromley. 
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Secondly, I just wanted to let you know that I have transferred to Orpington 
Library where I am taking up a new role as Children’s Librarian and joining the 
Children’s Team for the borough. I will be sad to leave Petts Wood but excited 
about this new role. Ciji Varughese will be the new Library Manager, and I have 
been gradually handing over to her remotely. I have known Ciji for several years 
and am sure she will be an excellent Manager for Petts Wood. In fact, Ciji has 
accompanied me to the PW&DRA AGM a couple of times, so you may have met 
her already.   
 
EVENTS THAT MAY BE OF INTEREST TO YOU AND CAN BE VIEWED ON 
THE INTERNET WITHOUT LEAVING HOME  by Marian Smith 
Here are a few events that you can view while it is difficult for us to visit places 
of interest.  I have made a selection of a few items that you may find interesting. 

1. St Christopher’s – St Christopher’s Online Open Gardens event 22nd 
July to 2nd August.  We may not be able to visit in person the gardens 
that are open to the public in aid of St Christopher’s Hospice.  However, if 
you go to the following website: 

https://www.stchristophers.org.uk/opengardens?utm_source=Fund
raising&utm_campaign=4d1c7fda6b-
virtual_Open_Gardens&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_c84e9b4
047-4d1c7fda6b-
76122413&mc_cid=4d1c7fda6b&mc_eid=ac1d57b5df. 

You can have a virtual tour of the gardens.  St Christopher’s are asking 
that a donation is made for this. For budding photographers there is also 
a Green Shoots Garden Photo competition that can be entered.  There is 
a charge of £2.50 for each entry you make and as you can submit more 
than one entry it is £10 for 5 entries.   

2. Join A Virtual Tour of the Tower of London.  With The Flashpacker.  If 
you wish to view some of the tours that can be viewed, go to the website: 
https://theflashpacker.net/virtual-tour-london/. 

3.    Take a virtual space tour with NASA.  To  access this website, click on the 
 following link:  
 hppts://www.nasa.gov/multimedia/nasatv/index.hrnl#publichttps:// 
 www.nasa.gov/topics/humans-in-space/history. 

4. Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre – The theatre has a free YouTube 
Channel and shows some of William Shakespeare’s plays each fortnight,  
currently available (as we go to print) you can view Macbeth.  See website:  
https://www.shakespearesglobe.com/learn/secondary-
schools/playing-shakespeare-with-deutsche-bank/macbeth-2020-
playing-shakespeare/. 
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5. Cirque de Soleil 60-Minute Specials – There are a host of Cirque de 
Soleil shows that are available to watch on YouTube and these are 
available at: 

 https://www.bing.com/search?q=cirque%20de%20soleil%20online
%20on%20youtube&qs=n&form=QBVDMH&sp=-
1&pq=cirque%20de%20soleil%20online%20on%20youtube&sc=0-
34&sk=&cvid=8AA5AAA95C9946E08845BAAD3757A861 

6. Royal Albert Hall – There are a number of Concerts available to watch 
online and to access these, or indeed select one of the Concerts, go to 
website:  https://www.royalalberthall.com/tickets/ as there are many 
Concerts to watch. 

7. If you wish to learn something new, the Open University has many free 
short courses on many subjects and I am sure that there is something that 
will be of interest to everyone.  To visit the website, go to: 
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/free-courses. 

8. To enrol in courses of a short duration that are relatively inexpensive, and 
  are mostly craft related, take  a look at the Obby website at: 
  https://obby.co.uk/classes?classFormat=online&p=5. 

 

PETTS WOOD BUSINESS ASSOCIATION 
by Liz Johnston, Chair, Petts Wood Business Association 
 
It has been so good to see so many businesses reopen in the last month, and 
we have been delighted to feature them all on our Facebook page. Saturday 4th 
July was a particularly busy day in Petts Wood with all the hair salons reopening 
and the pubs, restaurants and cafés. We were very impressed with the safety 
measures that all premises had put in place, and everyone had gone to a lot of 
trouble and expense to protect the public and their staff. There was a real buzz 
in the air, and you could feel the good atmosphere when we were visiting each 
one to welcome them back. Since then, others have gradually lengthened their 
opening hours and, with the good weather, things are starting to feel like the 
new ‘normal’. However, we do not want to get complacent, and we urge 
everyone to follow the Government guidelines as none of us wants to see us 
going into the winter with a repeat of the restrictions we have recently witnessed. 
Let us look forward and think positively – and, please, continue to shop local with 
all our wonderful shops who served us all so well during the crisis. Thank you! 
 
 
 
 
 



Weight Loss / Toning / Muscle Gain / Definition / Boxing
Kick Boxing / Rehabilitation / Sports Therapy / Massage

Call to book one of our trainers: 07852 274640
ckfitness.uk.com

FITNESS PERSONAL TRAINING
WANT IT, BELIEVE IT, ACHIEVE IT

• Electrical inspection and testing at competitive prices 
• Dependable and fast service 
• All work fully insured and guaranteed

For a free no obligation consultation and estimate please contact us on 
07900 698955 or 01689 601743 or email markwilland1@icloud.comMARK WILLAND

Director

 m. 07900 698 955
6 Birchwood Road t. 01689 601743
Petts Wood e. markwilland1@icloud.com
Kent BR5 1NY  @sparxxelectrical

Willand M - Sparxx VC.indd   1 30/05/2019   10:32

All electricians are BS7671 qualified and Part P qualified



kumon.co.uk

Kumon’s maths and English study 
programmes work to build your child’s 
confidence and inspire a passion for learning. 

Contact your local Instructor for a Free Assessment.
Petts Wood Study Centre 020 8432 3414
Classes held at Kingsbury Hall, Christ Church,  
Tudor Way, Petts Wood, Orpington, BR5 1LH

Boost your 
child’s 

confidence

Highly skilled and 
talented florists with 
years of experience in 
the floristry business.

Belles Florist has been professionally run for 10 years with a 
range of love, passion and care for each individual floral design.

We cater for all occasions and offer free consultations.
211 Petts Wood Road, Petts Wood, Kent BR5 1LA
01689 872372 • www.bellesflorist.co.uk • info@bellesflorist.co.uk

Large selection of hardware and e-liquids 
from Malaysia, us and uk stocked

8 Chatsworth Parade, Queensway, Petts Wood, BR5 1DF

Telephone:
01689 820783

PETTS WOOD

BUSINESS
NETWORK



33 
 
 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
 
Just to let you all know that due to Coronavirus, both the Diary: Weekly Events 
and the Diary: Single Events sections have been suspended until further notice. 
 

If you wish to submit any articles for the September 2020 edition of the 
Gazette, please send these to the Editor by the submission deadline of  

Monday 24th August 2020 
Thank you 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 

Are you looking for an interesting gift?  Perhaps one that will let friends and family know 
all about your home town.  Then why not buy a copy of Peter Waymark’s “A History of 
Petts Wood” – Millennium Edition Available at £6.95 from JK News, Stones and With 

Best Wishes (all in Station Square) or any member of the Committee. 
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A COUNCIL BRIEFING - SUPPLIED  BY COUNCILLOR TONY OWEN 

Subject: BRIEFING: Recycling pilot flats above shops - collection 
materials weighed tomorrow (15th July) 
For awareness, we are preparing a pilot scheme to introduce a recycling service 
for residents who live in flats above shops, to ultimately see whether this type of 
collection will prove to be viable or not and the flats in Chatsworth Parade on 
Queensway are part of this. It is envisaged that the new recycling scheme will 
start in early September. While the numbers of properties are comparatively 
small in your ward, with approximately 40 flats involved, we nevertheless wanted 
you to be aware.  

The initial communication to residents to outline how the scheme will work is 
being devised. It will be distributed towards the end of July, with follow up 
communication going just before the launch, along with a collection sack/bag for 
the recycling materials, which will all be explained in detail and shared with you 
before distributing to residents.  

To understand whether this pilot is successful is critical, which means that we 
will need tonnage data prior to the start of the launch of the scheme, which we 
can then compare with tonnage data (split between refuse and by then recycling) 
when the scheme is live.  
Tomorrow (15th July), staff working for Veolia will weigh the individual 
collections prior to the sacks being placed into the refuse truck, with this 
being done manually. While staff will explain if they are questioned, and we do 
not anticipate that anyone will notice, as the collection is fairly early in the 
morning, we nevertheless wanted to share the background with you in case a 
question does come forward. While the refuse will be weighed, the sacks are not 
being opened etc. and as this is a relatively small pilot, weighing the sacks on 
site is the most practical option, prior to the refuse being mixed with other 
collections.  

The other practical reason to do this is to make sure from an operations 
perspective that we know precisely what collection points should be included so 
we can make sure collections and related communications are as smooth as 
possible.  

Hope this all makes sense and if you have any questions, please let us know 
but otherwise, we will be in touch to share the notification communications 
material with you and explain in a little more detail. 
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SIDE EFFECTS OF MEDICATION  Article reproduced for publication in The 
Gazette by kind permission of Jenny Hirst, MBE, Co-Chair InDependent 
Diabetes Trust 
In February, the MRHA (Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory 
Agency) launched a week-long social media campaign to raise awareness about 
the importance of reporting suspected side effects of medications using a system 
called the ‘Yellow Card Scheme’.  (A system operated in the United Kingdom for 
the collection of any concerns regarding medication). 

The week focused on Polypharmacy, defined as the simultaneous use of four or 
more medicines (prescription), over the counter or traditional medicines at the 
same time. Polypharmacy can increase the likelihood of a patient having side 
effects, medication errors, as well as the risk of interactions between medication 
and food or herbal products.  

People with type 1 and type 2 diabetes or other long-term chronic conditions 
often routinely use multiple medicines at the same time.  Polypharmacy is also 
common in older people with studies showing that a third of people over 75 years 
old take at least six medications a day and over 1 million people take eight or 
more medicines a day.  

Reporting any side effects by either health professionals or patients is essential 
to keep medicines safe.  You do not have to prove that medications are the 
cause of the symptoms you are having; you only have to suspect they could be 
the cause. 

How to report any side-effect of medication: 

1. You can complete a ‘Yellow Card’ by going to the website   
mhra.gov.uk/yellowcard. 

2. Complete a 'Yellow Card' form that should be available in Pharmacies and 
GP Surgeries. 

3. Call the  'Yellow Card' hotline number on 0808 100 3352 (available during 
business hours).   
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Image Courtesy of Parisa Wight, Founder, Greener and Cleaner Bromley  

(and Beyond) 
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LOCAL MPs, LOCAL ASSEMBLY MEMBER, LOCAL 

COUNCILLORS, POLICE, BIGGIN HILL, AND 
FIXMYSTREET WEBSITE 

  
GARETH BACON - MP FOR ORPINGTON  
House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA  

gareth.bacon.mp@parliament.uk 
 

GARETH BACON - ASSEMBLY MEMBER FOR BEXLEY & BROMLEY 
(until May 2021) 

City Hall, The Queen’s Walk, London, SE1 2AA 
gareth.bacon@london.gov.uk  

 
SIR ROBERT NEILL – MP FOR BROMLEY AND CHISLEHURST 

House of Commons, London, SW1A 0AA 
bob.neill.mp@parliament.uk 

COUNCILLORS for PETTS WOOD & KNOLL WARD 
c/o Members Room, Bromley Civic Centre, Stockwell Close, 

Bromley, BR1 3UH 
Councillor Simon Fawthrop simon.fawthrop@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Keith Onslow  keith.onslow@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Tony Owen tony.owen@bromley.gov.uk  

COUNCILLORS for CRAY VALLEY WEST WARD 
Councillor Judi Ellis  judith.ellis@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Colin Hitchins colin.hitchins@bromley.gov.uk 
Councillor Gary Stevens gary.stevens@bromley.gov.uk 

 
 POLICE CONTACT DETAILS 

LOCAL TEAM: 0208 721 2609 
NON-URGENT MATTERS:  101 
EMERGENCY NUMBER:  999 

 
BIGGIN HILL AIRPORT CONTACT DETAILS 

TRAFFIC NOISE:  01959 578580 
 

TO REPORT LOCAL PROBLEMS SUCH AS BROKEN PAVING 
STONES, STREET LIGHTING FAULTS, FLY- TIPPING OR 

GRAFFITI, GO TO WEBSITE:  www.fixmystreet.com 
 
  

     
 



 

The Association was founded in 1929 to preserve and develop the 
amenities of the district and to promote an active interest in local 
government. It is strictly non-party and non-sectarian, and our constitution 
is available from the Secretary. Membership is circa 3,200 households 
and the subscription is £4. 
www.pettswood.org.uk www.facebook.com/YourPettsWood 

 OFFICERS  
Chairman John Powell, MBE chairman@pettswood.org.uk 
Vice-Chair/Planning Andrea Stevens andreas@pettswood.org.uk 
Treasurer & Advertising Susan Radford susanr@pettswood.org.uk 
Secretary Janet Guntrip janetg@pettswood.org.uk 

COMMITTEE 
Community Liaison Brian Eaton brian@pettswood.org.uk 
Crime & Policing   
Education Rane Ranasinghe raner@pettswood.org.uk 
Environment 
Health 

Phil Birch 
Elizabeth Strachan 

philb@pettswood.org.uk 
elizabeths@pettswood.org.uk 

Membership Secretary Katrina Summerfield membership@pettswood.org.uk 
  National Trust 
      and Woodlands 

Mel Wright melwillwright@gmail.com 

Public Transport*   
Traffic/Parking David Boswell d.boswell2011@btinternet.com 
Committee Member 
Committee Member 

Deborrah Baker 
Graham Knight-Zhang 

deborrah@pettswood.org.uk 
graham@pettswood.org.uk 

ASSOCIATES 
Diary Chris Levey clevey@pettswood.org.uk 
Gazette Editor Marian Smith editor@pettswood.org.uk 
Main Distributor Stephen Martin  
Website Ian Smith webmaster@pettswood.org.uk 
Cover Artwork Colin Earl earl@cartoonworld.org 
Letters 30 Birchwood Rd BR5 1NZ 
Gazette Printer Conquest Litho Ltd info@conquestlitho.co.uk 
This month’s cover Ladywood Avenue  

LIFE MEMBERS 

 
 

 
*Alan Bodley (to be co-opted to the Committee in due course), bizzy@bodley20.plus.com 
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Mr R.A. Wheeler ~ Mrs A. Willatt ~ Mr S.M. Wood 

DISCLAIMER 
The Petts Wood and District Residents’ Association accepts no responsibility for the content of any 
advertisement published in The Gazette or on our notice board. Readers should note that the inclusion of 
any advertisement in no way implies approval or recommendation of either the terms of any offer 
contained therein or of the advertiser by the Petts Wood and District Residents’ Association. The 
Association also accepts no responsibility for any errors or omissions in publishing the dates, times and 
details of local events, nor for any problems arising out of those errors or omissions. The views expressed 
by contributors to the Petts Wood Gazette are their own and are not necessarily those of the Editor or the 
Petts Wood and District Residents’ Association. 


